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Body found in N.C. 
could be former 
Edmontonian 

MISSING Police in North Carolina 
are waiting for an autopsy report af¬ 
ter the body of a woman was found 
near a town outside Raleigh that 
■ could be that of 
Nancy Cooper, a 34- 
year-old former Ed- 
; monton resident. 

The body was dis- 
I covered by a dog- 
I walker in a cul-de- 
Nancy Cooper sac Monday, two 
days after the moth¬ 
er of two disappeared while jogging. 

Police in Cary, N.C., said in a 
news conference they consider 
the grisly find suspicious as in¬ 
vestigators still don’t know how 
the woman died and it’s not 
known if foul play is involved. 

“We’re not making any assump¬ 
tions that this is Nancy (Cooper), 
but we are working with the Wake 
County Sheriff’s office to identify 
the body,” said Caiy Police Chief 
Pat Bazemore to American media 
yesterday. metro edmonton 


Automotive page 16 


Rick checks out 
Batman’s ride 


Watch footage at 

metronews.ca 


Watch extended video selections 
from Omar Khadr's Guantanamo 
interrogation at metronews.ca. 
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1’ splash 



“Cannonball” Doug Bergman models the custom lederhosen costume he’ll wear 
for Tuesday’s Trident SPLASH National Cannonball Championship in Calgary. 
Bergman finished 2nd in last year’s national championship. Story, page 3. 


Teen guilty 
of murder 

19-year-old woman last to be tried 
in brutal death of Nina Courtepatte 



VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria, handysides @ metronews.ca 


The last of five people to be 
tried in the brutal rape and mur¬ 
der of 13-year-old Nina 
Courtepatte sat expressionless 
yesterday in court when a Court 
of Queen’s Bench justice ruled 
that she is guilty of second- 
degree murder and aggravated 
sexual assault. 

Justice Adam 
Germain ruled the 
19-year-old woman, 
known only as 
Buffy, did in fact 
stab Courtepatte in 
the neck with a 
small throwing Nina 
knife, but that the Courtepatte 
wound wasn’t deep 
enough to end her life. As such, the 
charge was dropped from first-de¬ 
gree murder to second-degree mur¬ 
der. 

“I’m kind of happy with it. It’s 
better than manslaughter,” said 
Courtepatte’s mother, Peacha 
Atkinson, outside the court¬ 
house. “She still could get life, 
and that’s what I’m hoping for.” 

Germain concluded that Buffy 
stood on Courtepatte’s chest and 
tried to calm her so she wouldn’t 
scream, while her then-boyfriend, 
Michael Williams, brutally raped 
the girl. 

“You lured her before her 
deathbed and aided and abetted 



“She still could 
get life, and 
that’s what I’m 
1 hoping for.” 

Peacha Atkinson, 

Nina Courtepatte's mother 

in the sexual assault,” Germain 
said to the accused as she sat 
calmly and unemotional in the 
defendant’s chair. 

Even though the then 16-year-old 
girl went along with the group, who 
lured Courtepatte with the promise 
of an outdoor party stocked with 
drugs and alcohol, she was not part 
of the initial plan, and not guilty of 
kidnapping, ruled Germain. 

And as the young woman ap¬ 
peared expressionless, her fami¬ 
ly sobbed in each other’s arms 
outside the courtroom. 

“She showed no emotion at all,” 
Atkinson said. “I was watching her 
and she just had her head against 
the wall and just accepted it.” 

Atkinson has attended eveiy day 
of trial for each of the five accused 
of playing a role in Nina’s murder. 

She said Michael Williams, 
Joseph Laboucan and Stephanie 
Bird each wore the same blank 
expression upon hearing the 
judge’s decision. Each was con¬ 
victed for their roles in the 
crime, while 37-year-old Michael 
Briscoe was acquitted. 

“They’re not human,” Atkin¬ 
son said. 


tm 

Atlas^^^7 

Immunization 


TRAVEL VACCjNES 

TRAVELLING THE WORLD? 

Make sure you are protected. 


Preparing you for a safe and healthy journey! 




OPEN MONDAYTO SATURDAY | Suite 104, 7633-50 St. Edmonton AB 

Hepatitis A & B, Yellow Fever 
Tetanus/Diphtheria, Meningitis 

780-465-5150 

FREE PARKING | www.atlasimmunizationservices.com 
Designated Yellow Fever Centre by the Public Health Agency of Canada 

Typhoid, Dukoral, And More! 

Free Daily News Croup Inc., operating as Metro Edmonton. 10123 -99 Street NW Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1. Publisher: Steve Shrout 






































Wednesday, July 16,2008 


metronews.ca 


metro 


IndyCar open wheel 

It's official, Canadian car racing legend Paul Tracy will be revving his engine and circling the track 
at the Rexall Edmonton Indy at the inaugural IndyCar open-wheel race on July 26. metro edmonton 
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Abracadabra! 



One of the most highly regarded magicians of all time is coming to Edmonton, just 
in time for a few tricks for Halloween. David Copperfield, left, will be appearing, 
and disappearing, at Rexall Place on October 30 and 31 - Tickets for the show are 
available at Ticketmaster and range from $56 to $86. metro edmonton 
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Man hopes to make big splash in Calgary 


ANDREW COWIE 

for Metro Edmonton 


Not a lot of sports require 
you to eat as much as you 
can for training, but then 
again, not a lot of sports 
are cannonball 
competitions. 

In his bid to repeat as the 
regional champion, Ed¬ 
montonian Doug 

Bergmann who goes by the 
name Cannonball Doug, is 
in the middle of an intense 
training regimen, which 
will see him try and put on 
as much as weight as possi¬ 
ble for the Trident SPLASH 
National Cannonball 

Championship on July 22 
in Calgaiy. 

“The most important 
thing is eating lots, the fat¬ 
ter the better,” said 
Bergmann, adding he has 
other methods of training. 

“I do some serious physi¬ 
cal training, I do mixed 
martial arts and I do aqua 
sizing.” 

In his eyes he has only 
one true competitor, and 
that was the man who 


"My costume 
provider... and I 
have a secret 
weapon for my 
fourth and final 
jump." 

Cannonball Doug 

took first place from him 
at last year’s nationals. 

“Mister Brian Utley... 
He’s kind of my hero” he 
said. “He’s my only compe¬ 
tition. He’s the only thing 
between me and the gold.” 

Bergmann, who has his 
own Faceboolc group fan 
page, said that while the 
100 pound weight advan¬ 
tage that Utley has on him 
is something he can’t 
catch up in a week, he 
makes up for it in perform¬ 
ance, costume and show¬ 
manship — three aspects 
also judged in the competi¬ 
tion. 

“Lots of it is perform¬ 
ance,” he explained. “My 
costume provider, Tu The 
Pointe, and I have a secret 
weapon for my fourth and 
final jump.” 



“Cannonball" Doug Bergmann prepares a practice dive yesterday 
for Tuesday’s upcoming Trident SPLASH National Cannonball 
Championship in Calgary. Bergmann finished second last year. 


City considers 
new toilets 
for homeless 


ANDREW COWIE 

for Metro Edmonton 


City administration is look¬ 
ing at adding easier pub¬ 
licly accessible washrooms 
for homeless people — 
that could come with a 
$280,000 price tag — to 
Edmonton's downtown to 
help keep streets and 
alleyways a bit more tidy. 

Some councillors, includ¬ 
ing Coun. Linda Sloan and 
Coun. Ben Henderson, be¬ 
lieve the city does not have 
enough public washrooms 
available, forcing some to 
tinkle in less than desir¬ 
able locations. 

“It seems sort of like ele¬ 
mental service that the 
city should be offering,” 
said Henderson. 

Some councillors said 
new, self-cleaning toilets 


would be different from the 
Whyte Ave. pilot project as 
they would have to focus 
on street people rather 
than intoxicated club goers. 

“(We) have to deal with 
homeless people, not the 
people from the bars be¬ 
cause they’ll do what they 
do anyways,” said Mayor 
Stephen Mandel. 

“We need to face reality 
and deal with this.” 

The new washrooms will 
be connected directly to 
sewer, power and water, 
but could cost city taxpay¬ 
ers from to $230,000 to 
$280,000 a unit. 

Other options include 
extending the hours of the 
public facilities or hiring 
security to guard 24-hour 
public bathrooms. 

The pilot project with 
the outside public urinals 
at Whyte Ave. cost $20,000 
for 11 weeks of service. 
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Riverboat rides for kids 
Kids are invited to take a cruise on the Edmonton Queen Riverboat this weekend for prizes, crafts 
and a pirate adventure. Call 780-424-BOAT for details and pricing. metro edmonton 



Emergency Medical Services will once again have a quicker way 
to respond to emergencies during large events using transporta¬ 
tion devices known as Segways. Here city paramedic Robb Watt 
takes one for a test drive. 

EMS to hit Capital EX on 
controversial Segways 


ANDREW COWIE 

for Metro Edmonton 


EMS paramedics might get 
more attention then some 
of the floats at the Capital 
EX parade. 

As part of an ongoing pi¬ 
lot project, paramedics 
will be riding the two- 
wheel Segway Personal 
Transporters to scenes on 
location, but it seems they 
can’t get far without it be¬ 
ing a point of conversa¬ 
tion. 

“People are very interest¬ 
ed in them,” said Stu 
Williams, special opera¬ 
tions superintendent. 

“Often when they’re not 
responding, they can’t go 
two or three feet without 
talking (to someone) about 
the Segway.” 


The project started last 
year at the Rexall Grand 
Prix, and officials say the 
Segway was one of the best 
ways to manage through a 
large crowd compared to 
other methods. 

“The Segway got to the 
scene two or three minutes 
faster then the golf cart,” 
said Williams. 

Paramedics needed to 
first obtain a special li¬ 
cence that allowed them to 
ride their Segway trans¬ 
ports on public property, 
something as of now is ille¬ 
gal for the vehicles to do. 

Edmonton is the first 
city in Canada to utilize 
the Segway for emergency 
services said Chris Szyd- 
lowski from Segway Cana¬ 
da. 

Capital EX will kick off 
tomorrow. 


City cops investigate 
another firebombing 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


Police are still trying to fig¬ 
ure out if another Molotov 
cocktail bombing in Mill 
Woods yesterday morning 
is linked to two others in 
the same neighbourhood in 
less than a week. 

Police say four flaming 
bottles were thrown at a 
home in the Jackson 
Heights neighbourhood 
shortly before 2 p.m. 

Police spokeswoman 
Karen Carlson says one of 
the cocktails was hurled in¬ 
to the rear window of a car, 


while anther landed on the 
front porch. Two other 
cocktails were thrown onto 
the front lawn. 

The bombings caused 
$20,000 in damage, say fire 
investigators. 

“There was minimal dam¬ 
age caused to the home,” 
said Carlson. 

This is the third Molotov 
cocktail bombing since July 
9 when two homes were 
damaged in Mill Woods. 

Nearby residents in one 
case spotted several men 
who threw six Molotov 
cocktails at a home near 23 
Street and 35A Avenue that 
set its rear deck ablaze. 


Khadr video should spur 
public outcry: Lawyers 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 




victoria. handysides@ metronews.ca 


Video tapes of a 
frightened teenaged Cana¬ 
dian-born terrorism 
suspect held in 
Guantanamo Bay, who re¬ 
peatedly appears to be 
begging for help to his 
Canadian interrogators, 
should raise public calls to 
bring him home, said his 
Edmonton-based lawyers 
yesterday. 

Omar Khadr, a Canadian 
citizen, was arrested and 
shot twice in the back at 
an al-Qaida compound in 
Afghanistan in 2002 by 
U.S. officials, who believe 
the then 15-year-old threw 
a grenade that killed a U.S. 
medic. 

After being held at the 
U.S. prison in Cuba’s Guan¬ 
tanamo Bay for almost six 
years, his legal defence 
team is demanding Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
shouldn’t ignore the cries 
of Canada’s only citizen 
held at the prison any 
longer. 

“Every other Western 
leader and many non- 
Western governments 
have recognized that 
Guantanamo Bay is an af¬ 
front to the rule of law, 
and have demanded the re¬ 
turn of their citizens to 
face justice at home,” said 
Khadr’s Edmonton-based 
lawyer, Nathan Whitling. 

“Harper, however, refus¬ 
es to stand up for the rights 
of a Canadian citizen and 
has abandoned Omar to a 
military commission 
process that has been uni¬ 
versally condemned.” 

The interrogation by 
Canadian Security Intelli¬ 
gence Service officials was 
conducted over the course 



Edmonton-based laywers Nathan Whitling, left, and Dennis Edney with Parlee McLaws LLP Barris¬ 
ters and Solicitors view a portion of the Omar Kadhr interrogation tapes after a news conference. 


Critics call for rehab over punishment 

Critics of Khadr's treatment say he is a child soldier who should 
be rehabilitated rather than punished. Harper has brushed off 
calls to intervene with Washington, saying Khadr faces serious 
charges. 


of four days in February 
2003. Khadr’s lawyers 
claim he was sleep de¬ 
prived for days before the 
interviews. 

“The tapes do not show a 
dangerous terrorist, but in¬ 
stead, a frightened, wound¬ 
ed Canadian boy, pleading 
for help from Canadian of¬ 
ficials,” Whitling said. “In¬ 
stead of helping, they casu¬ 
ally dismiss his claims of 
abuse and mistreatment, 
and tell them they will do 
nothing for him.” 

In the first day of inter¬ 
rogation, the then 16-year- 
old boy appeared relieved 
to see Canadians, who of¬ 
fered him some fast food 
and a soft-drink, his 


lawyers said. 

In the second day of in¬ 
terrogation, Khadr’s de¬ 
meanor appeared to 
change dramatically. 

At one point, Khadr took 
off his shirt, and demand¬ 
ed they look at his scars, 
and claimed he was being 
mistreated and abused at 
the hands of U.S. prison of¬ 
ficials. 

“I’m not a doctor, but I 
think you’re getting some 
good medical care,” said 
one of the officials. “You 
still have your eyes, and 
your feet are at the end of 
your legs.” 

When interviewers left 
the boy alone, he sobbed 
violently into his hands, 



Video still of Omar Khadr dur¬ 
ing a 2003 interrogation. 


moaning and repeating the 
words, “Kill me.” 

“This kid has suffered 
enough. This kid needs to 
come home. This kid is not 
a terrorist,” said lawyer 
Dennis Edney. “Which one 
of us wish our children 
would be treated as Omar 
Khadr?” 

WITH FILES FROM REUTERS 


Online 

Video selections from the 
Omar Khadr interrogation 
are available online at 
metronews.ca 


Iraq war resister Long deported 


Canada deported yesterday 
the first of some 200 Amer¬ 
icans who deserted the U.S. 
military and sought 
refugee status to protest 
against the Iraq War. 

Robin Long, 25, was re¬ 
moved a day after a Federal 
Court judge in Vancouver 
rejected his claim that he 
would suffer irreparable 
harm if returned to the 
United States. He fled 
across the border in 2005 
as his army tank unit was 
preparing to deploy to 
Iraq. 

The Canada Border Serv¬ 
ices Agency confirmed 
Long's removal, but de¬ 
clined to give other details, 


“We may be small, 
but we represent a 
large body of 
people.” 

Sarah Bjorknas, who 
protested the decision 

citing privacy laws. Long's 
refugee claim had already 
been rejected and he could 
not appeal Monday's court 
ruling. 

The issue of U.S. desert¬ 
ers has evoked memories 
of Canada's acceptance of 
tens of thousands of draft 
dodgers and deserters dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War. But 
it has also exposed a politi¬ 


cal split in the country — 
even within its courts — 
over what role it should 
play today. 

Ottawa has deployed sol¬ 
diers in Afghanistan, but 
has refused to participate 
in the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 

Long's supporters staged 
a small demonstration yes¬ 
terday at the Peace Arch 
border crossing south of 
Vancouver. 

"We may be small, but 
we represent a large body 
of people who disagree 
with what happened," said 
Sarah Bjorknas of the War 
Resisters Support Cam¬ 
paign. REUTERS 


Page arrested 
for possession 

drugs Barenalced Ladies 
front man Steven Page, 38, 
was arrested in an apart¬ 
ment in New York State on 
Friday after being charged 
with crimi¬ 
nal posses¬ 
sion when 
police al¬ 
legedly 
found co¬ 
caine and 
marijuana. 

He was re- Steven Page 
leased after 

posting $10,000 for bail, 
CTV reports. 

Two women were also 
charged with drug offences. 
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CHANDOS 


Chandos Construction Ltd. 

We provide services as a General Contractor, Construction Manager and 
Design/Builder. 

Since inception it has been our policy to employ talented people and to 
integrate them into permanent positions within the Company.This strategy 
has resulted in an extremely long-term, dedicated and experienced staff. 
Because Chandos is 100% employee owned, valued Clients always 
receive our full commitment as we realize that the long-term success 
of Chandos depends entirely upon the success of every project, and the 
satisfaction of every Client. 

We are seeking hard working, safety conscious: 

• Construction Manager 

• Project Managers 

• Superintendents 

• Carpenters 

• Labourers 


We offer competitive industry wages, benefits and RRSP program. 
To apply fax or email resume to: 


6720 - 104 Street Edmonton, AB T6H 2L4 Fax: 780-436-1797 Email: hr@chandos.com 
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Canadians help chain build homes 

More than $230,000 was raised in support of Habitat for Humanity through Home Depot's annual nationwide Buy a House, Build a 
Home campaign. The money raised through the campaign is enough to build 230 bedrooms, metro Canada 


Canada 



Police seek Roth impostor 

Ontario Provincial Police are on the lookout for David Kuntz. The Cam¬ 
bridge, Ont., man was pulled over for speeding on May 23 outside 
Brantford, Ont., and claimed to be Van Halen frontman David Lee Roth, 
left. Officers took Kuntz, who was suffering from a severe allergic reac¬ 
tion to nuts, to a hospital. Afterward, Kuntz took two nurses to a local 
bar where he performed, as Roth, with the house band, metro Canada 


Tories may have 
spent over limit 

Committee looks into controversial $i.iM 


Allegations 

A Commons committee is probing allegations that the Conser¬ 
vative party shuffled money to pay for national ads through the 
accounts of 67 local candidates, and then claimed tax-funded re¬ 
bates worth about $1.1 million for expenses that were never re¬ 
ally incurred by those candidates. 


The Conservative Party of 
Canada could be forced to 
assume $1.1 million in elec¬ 
tion expenses that it tried 
to shift to its local 
candidates in the 2006 vote, 
a move that would put the 
party over its election 
spending limit, a Commons 
committee has heard. 

In his first public com¬ 
ments about the party’s 
controversial cash transfers 
to local ridings in the last 
election, chief electoral offi¬ 
cer Marc Mayrand stood by 
his ruling that Conservative 
candidates were ineligible 
to claim the expenses, for 
radio and television ads. 

As a result, he suggested 


the Conservative party itself 
could be on the hook for 
those costs, pushing the 
party over the $18.2 million 
spending cap. 

Mayrand, appearing be¬ 
fore the committee yester¬ 
day, undercut the Tory de¬ 
fence that all parties en¬ 
gaged in this kind of financ¬ 
ing shuffle during elections. 

In fact, Mayrand says a re¬ 


view of all campaign ex¬ 
pense reports from the 
2004 and 2006 elections re¬ 
vealed that the Conserva¬ 
tives alone transferred cash 
to local candidates and then 
back to the central office, 
coupled with other “red 
flags,” including candidates’ 
lack of knowledge about 
the ad campaigns they paid 

for. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: 

CHR Jobs, 372 Rideau St. 
#916-MC1 

L_ Ottawa ON, KIN 1G A 


HMMLIMOHai 


MOST REWARDING 
COMP PLAN 
(403)880-4262 



,v 

-7 


I 


ATTENTION!! 

AVG $21.25/hr 

SUMMER or PERMANENT WORK 

Communication skills required 
Must be able to work in a team 

NO EXPERIENCE 
TRAINING PROVIDED 
TRAINING BONUS INCENTIVE 

Summer students welcome 
Scholarship incentive programs 
Advancement opportunities!! 


TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW CALL: 

1-866-913-1912 

www.energysavings.com 




Marie Pamiano, 23, hands out booklets on anorexia outside the Vancouver Art Gallery yesterday. 

Eating disorder clinic to open 


KRISTEN THOMPSON 

Metro Canada 


Not every suicide note 
looks like a suicide note. 

That’s the message of a 
new campaign, launched 
yesterday in Vancouver, to 
raise awareness about eat¬ 
ing disorders and the need 


for treatment programs. 

Dolores Elliott, co¬ 
founder of The Looking 
Glass Foundation, a local 
organization founded by 
mothers of children with 
eating disorders, said the 
clues to an eating disorder 
aren’t always what you ex¬ 
pect. 

The Foundation plans to 


open Canada’s first resi¬ 
dential care centre for the 
professional treatment of 
adolescents with eating 
disorders. 

Behaviour that may seem 
common, Elliott said, like 
tracking weight or keeping 
a diaiy of calorie consump¬ 
tion, might be an indica¬ 
tion of a deadly disease. 
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Canada’s Real Estate “Gold Rush” 
Riggers Investor Bonanza 


Canada's red-hot real estate market is the perfect time to get fantastic deals 
on wonderful properties. But did you know... you can buy homes for below 
market value, saving you $40,000... $80,000... $160,000 or more. Better yet, 
you can buy homes with little or no money coming out of your pocket. Even 
get money paid back to you at closing. That's right: Get paid to buy a house. 

^Now's the time: Fantastic properties 

See why one of the best times to make money in real estate is right now. 

See how to strike great deals on terrific properties. Even if you don't have a 
dollar of your own to spend. 

^Now's the time: Bargain-basement prices 

Most investors hesitate to act while the iron is hot. They let truly terrific deals 
go to the investors who know how to take full advantage. Find out how you can 
lock down profits as never before. It's not whether you have enough money. You 
don't need money. It's whether you have the know-how. 

^Now's the time: FREE workshop in your area 

Many people who attended this free event now own real estate worth 
millions. You can own a million dollars in real estate in the next 60 days. 

Let me show you why now is the time. 

Robert Allen's 

Creating Wealth 

with Real Estate" workshop 

DISCOVER ALL THIS AND MORE... in two exciting hours 



Canada's king of real 
estate shows you 
how to own a million 
dollars in property in 
the next 60 days. 


Real People, Real Wealth, 
Right Now 

The Proof is in the Bank — 

Robert Allen's program is awesome. It just 
doesn't get any better — the checks don't lie. 

What we're doing doesn't lie. We have the 
backup to support it. 

— Mary Wonzy, Ontario 

Zero-Down Investor — 

Zero money down means zero money out of 
your own pocket... If I can do it with very little 
credit anyone can do it. 

— Christine Jambrosic, Ontario 

$1.8 Million in Six Months — 

Proving that Robert Allen's famous 
strategies can put you on the fast track 
to owning a fortune in prime real estate, 

Craig Wohl says, "In only six months, 

I've acquired $1.8 million in property... 
Following Robert Allen's real estate 
program I've made over $300,000." 

$45,000 in two months! 

— Sriram Rangan, Ontario 

A net profit of $35,000. 

— Rosa Macleod, Ontario 

Over $2.5 million in total gain. 

— Kathy Proff, Washington 


■ New techniques for today's market. 

■ 3 ways to make money from day one. 

■ Uncover hidden real estate bargains. 

■ Cash in with commercial real estate. 

■ Find real estate for way below market value. 


■ Build a real estate portfolio that secures 
your retirement in five years or less. 

■ Use real estate to build steady monthly 
income. 

■ Robert Allen's classic "Nothing Down" 
strategy. 


FREE ADMISSION 

SUNDAY 

July 20, 2008 

3 p.m. 

CALGARY 
BLACKF00T INN 

5940 Blackfoot Trail Southeast 
Calgary 

RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED 
Sessions run approximately two hours. 

MONDAY 

July 21,2008 

1 p.m. or 7 p.m. 

CALGARY 

MARRIOTT 

110 9th Avenue Southeast 
Calgary 

RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED 
Sessions run approximately two hours. 

TUESDAY 

July 22, 2008 

1 p.m. or 7 p.m. 

EDMONTON 

WESTIN 

10135100th Street 
Edmonton 

RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED 
Sessions run approximately two hours. 

WEDNESDAY i 

July 23, 2008 | 

9 a.m. i 

EDMONTON MARRIOTT ! 
AT RIVER CREE RESORT | 

300 East Lapotac Boulevard ! 
Enoch 

RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED | 

Sessions run approximately two hours. | 


Robert Allen Institute® ("RAI") is a registered trademark of Business Skills Corporation ("BSC"), a subsidiary of Telligenix Corporation ("TC"). RAI is a training institute, and individual performance 
depends upon the individual skills, time availability, and dedication of each student in the training program. Testimonials included may not represent typical results. Unique experiences and past 
performances do not guarantee future results.V6 CRA341BFP Tab 4C - Metro Edmonton - Calgary WK29 
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Okotoks butts out 

Okotoks city council Monday became the first in the province to ban smoking in cars with children under 16 present by a 4-2 vote, a 
move the bylaw's author Stephen Clark hopes will push the province to follow suit, metro Canada 


Calgary firefighter reunites with baby he delivered 


NEIL MACKINNON 


"ZB? 


“I told (Jessi) not to have the baby at 
home... but there was no waiting” 

Angela Fabian, the baby's grandmother 



Firefighter Gord Toothe and 
one-week old Lucas Welz. 


Metro Canada 


Don’t be too surprised if 
Lucas Welz becomes a fire¬ 
man someday. 

An impatient Welz, eight 
days old today, apparently 
didn’t want a typical doc¬ 


tor-orchestrated birth, 
choosing instead the bath¬ 
room of his family’s home, 
waiting just long enough 
for a Calgary fireman to 


have the honours. 

At about 2:30 a.m. July 8, 
Welz’s mother Jessi went 
into labour. A call went out 
immediately to emergency 


services and a Station 3 fire 
crew were first on the 
scene. 

By the time they arrived 
Lucas already had a peek at 
the world — and his grand¬ 
mother, Angela Fabian, 
who held his head for just 
a moment and cut the um¬ 
bilical cord. 

“I told (Jessi) not to have 


the baby at home, I told 
her to wait, but there was 
no waiting,” Fabian said. 

Gord Toothe, a five-year 
veteran with the Calgary 
Fire Department and for¬ 
mer paramedic who has 
delivered about 25 babies, 
said it was a mad shuffle 
when he arrived on the 
scene. 


// /X \ \\ \ 

Longer hours 
means more time 
to say "thanks". 

Open 8 'til late six days straight. 


Comfortable banking means being open even longer hours, so you can bank when 
it's convenient for you - 8 'til late six days straight. And now from June 20 until 
July 25, visit your TD Canada Trust branch for a summer of exciting giveaways and 
other surprises. It's our way of saying how much we appreciate your business. 



Legalize online 
gambling: Report 

aggressive betting Canada 
and the United States 
should legalize and regu¬ 
late online gambling to 
contain its potentially 
harmful effects because 
players tend to bet more 
frequently and aggressive¬ 
ly than they do in casinos, 
a study released on yester¬ 
day says. 

The study — conducted 
jointly by academics of the 
University of Western On¬ 
tario in Canada and the 
University of Nevada at Las 
Vegas — found that online 
gambling is readily accessi¬ 
ble via the Internet even 
though it is outlawed or in 
a “legal grey area” in Unit¬ 
ed States and Canada. 

Online gambling is big 
business, the study said, es¬ 
timating worldwide spend¬ 
ing at more than $10 bil¬ 
lion a year. 

Betting online is a prob¬ 
lem, the study says, be¬ 
cause it has the potential 
to be more addictive than 
casino gambling. Online 
gamblers can hide their ac¬ 
tivity more easily than 
casino gamblers, and bet¬ 
ting can quickly become a 
routine part of their daily 

lives. REUTERS 


News in brief 


STAMPEDE Calgary cops are 
crediting a community effort 
for an almost 50 per cent 
decrease in incidents at the 
Calgary Stampede. Police 
responded to 56 incidents in¬ 
cluding assault and theft dur¬ 
ing the 2008 Stampede, a 47 
per cent decrease from the 
year before, Insp. Guy Slater 
said. “It's a significant decrease 
and it's the result of a proactive 
policing approach. It's also key 
to acknowledge the 
partnerships that also made it 
possible,” he said, adding the 
Calgary Stampede, bylaw and 
transit officials were also to 
thank. 
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BLACKOUT Hundreds of down¬ 
town Vancouver businesses are 
without electricity for a third 
day after an underground fire 
caused a massive power 
outage. As of yesterday after¬ 
noon, about 60 per cent of the 
2,200 customers affected had 
their power restored yesterday, 
according to a B.C. Hydro 
spokesperson. 
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Blair cancels trip to Gaza 

A security threat forced Middle East envoy Tony Blair to cancel a trip to the Gaza Strip yesterday 
that would have marked the highest-level diplomatic visit since Hamas took control. Reuters 



$1,000 a week on beer 



An Australian man convicted of his seventh drunk-driving charge 
was spending about A$i,ooo ($982) a week on beer — enough to 
buy more than 2,500 small bottles a month — a newspaper said 
yesterday. The heartbroken construction worker began drowning 
his sorrows after breaking up with his partner five years ago, the 
Northern Territory News said. 



40 killed in Iraq bombings 

Suicide attack aimed at an army recruitment centre 


Bombers killed around 40 
people and wounded 
scores in several attacks in 
northern Iraq yesterday, 
days after the government 
vowed to expand a crack¬ 
down against militants in 
a region where al Qaeda 
retains influence. 

In the worst attacks, two 
suicide bombers killed 27 
people and wounded 68 
when they blew them¬ 
selves up outside an army 


recruitment centre in 
Baquba, 65 kilometres 
northeast of Baghdad, an 
Iraqi security source said. 

The U.S. military said 20 
recruits were killed and 55 
wounded, saying the at¬ 
tackers blew themselves 
up in a line of men outside 
the centre in Baquba, capi¬ 
tal of Diyala province. 

Sunni Islamist al Qaeda 
has sought to stoke ten¬ 
sions in Iraq’s ethnically 
and religiously mixed 


“What’s happening 
here is the enemy 
knows the 
government and se¬ 
curity forces are 
getting stronger.” 
Major Peggy Kageleiry 

northern cities, such as 
Diyala and Mosul, after 
militaiy campaigns pushed 
its militants out of former 


strongholds in western An- 
bar province and Baghdad. 

Recent bombings could 
be al Qaeda’s way of show¬ 
ing it is still a threat, de¬ 
spite improving security, 
U.S. officials say. 

“What’s happening here 
is the enemy knows the 
government and security 
forces are getting 
stronger,” said Major Peggy 
Kageleiry, a spokeswoman 
for the U.S. military in 
northern Iraq. reuters 


Australia Holy texts 



A World Youth Day participant checks her mobile phone outside St. Mary's cathedral in Sydney 
yesterday. Pope Benedict XVI texted thousands of young pilgrims in Sydney yesterday. 


Iran wants broader peace deal, 
but no talks on nuke program 


Child soldier 
worries rise 
in Sudan: UN 

rebels UN Secretaiy-Gener- 
al Ban Ki-moon said in a 
new report that he was 
very worried that a 
Sudanese rebel group 
active in the country’s war- 
ravaged Darfur region 
appeared to be using child 
soldiers. 

In a bleak report on the 
joint United Nations- 
Affican Union peacekeep¬ 
ing mission in Darfur 
released yesterday, Ban also 
said he was “deeply disap¬ 
pointed” by the lack of 
progress that has been 
made towards ending the 5- 
year-old conflict in western 
Sudan. 

Ban said that a surprise 
attack on the Sudanese 
capital Khartoum in May 
by the rebel Justice and 
Equality Movement, had 
highlighted the two sides’ 
inability to settle their dif¬ 
ferences at the negotiating 
table. reuters 


News in brief 


SPAM A Brooklyn man was sen¬ 
tenced to 30 months in prison 
Tuesday for sending spam e- 
mails to more than 1.2 million 
subscribers of America Online 
in a scheme that foiled the In¬ 
ternet company's spam-filter¬ 
ing system. 

ZIMBABWE U.S. President 
George W. Bush said yesterday 
the United States was looking 
at imposing more sanctions 
against Zimbabwe's govern¬ 
ment after a UN resolution was 
torpedoed by Russia and China 
last week. The proposed UN 
sanctions that failed last Friday 
would have imposed an arms 
embargo on Zimbabwe, reuters 


response Iran has told big 
powers it will enter no 
more “condescending” 
talks meant to scrap its nu¬ 
clear program, but wants to 
negotiate a broader peace 
and security deal, according 
to an Iranian letter leaked 
yesterday. 

The July 4 letter, pub¬ 
lished on a French weekly’s 
website and verified by 
diplomatic sources, was 
Iran’s response to an im¬ 
proved incentives package 
from the six powers aimed 
at halting a uranium enrich¬ 
ment programme they fear 
could yield atom bombs. 

The classified reply ig¬ 
nored the demand by the 
sextet — the United States, 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and China — that 


Iran suspend enrichment to 
obtain the benefits but 
made clear this was not up 
for negotiation. 

“We have no intention of 
changing this path,” said 
the three-page, English-lan¬ 
guage version of letter by 
Foreign Minister 

Manouchehr Mottald, allud¬ 
ing to its campaign for a nu¬ 
clear fuel industry. 

Iran says it wants to re¬ 
fine uranium only for elec¬ 
tricity, but the program has 
triggered UN sanctions 
since Tehran covered it up 
in the past and continues to 
curb UN inspections meant 
to verify the work is wholly 
civilian in nature. 

“The time for negotiating 
from the condescending po¬ 
sition of inequality has 


“The time for nego¬ 
tiating from the con¬ 
descending position 
of inequality has 
come to an end.” 
Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki 

come to an end,” Mottaki 
wrote, citing “our lack of 
trust (due to) the duplici¬ 
tous behaviour of certain 
big powers” rooted in a 
post-World War Two colo¬ 
nial mindset... 

“The people of Iran have 
worked out plans for the ad¬ 
vancement of their country 
without asking for help 
from others,” the letter 

said. REUTERS 


Prisoner swap 
set for today 


Israel and Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah guerrilla group 
were set to swap prisoners 
today two years after the 
two sides fought a month¬ 
long war. 

Under a deal mediated 
by a German intelligence 
officer, Israel was to free 
five prisoners in exchange 
for two soldiers captured 
by Hezbollah guerrillas in 
a 2006 cross-border raid, 
who are widely presumed 
dead, government officials 
said. 

Israel will also hand over 
the bodies of 200 Arabs 
killed while infiltrating 
northern Israel, and 
Hezbollah will return the 
remains of Israeli soldiers 
killed in south Lebanon. 

The International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said it had been 
asked by both Israel and 
Hezbollah to arrange the 
exchange, due to begin 
around 9:00 a.m. local time 
today, in a complex 
process that could take 
hours. 

Hezbollah was expected 
to hand over the soldiers, 
and only after they were 
identified, Israel would be¬ 
gin to free prisoners and 
guerrillas’ remains to 
Lebanon, Israeli media 
said. 

A Lebanese security 
source said it may take un¬ 
til tomorrow to complete 
the transfer of all the guer¬ 
rillas’ remains. 

“We think, we hope, es¬ 
pecially, it is possible to do 


Hezbollah 

Hezbollah, meaning “Party of 
God” in Arabic, shares the 
Shiite Islamist ideology of 
Iran and was set up with the 
help of Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards in 1982 to fight Israeli 
forces that had invaded 
Lebanon. Hezbollah still has 
strong support from Tehran. 

It is also backed by Syria. 

it in one day. But it’s defi¬ 
nitely going to be a long 
day,” Jordi Raich, head of 
the International Commit¬ 
tee for the Red Cross in 
Lebanon told Reuters. 

The Israeli army said it 
had sealed the border area 
late last night in prepara¬ 
tion for the exchange. 

Among those slated for 
release was Samir Qantar, 
who had been serving a 
life prison term for the 
deaths of four Israelis, in¬ 
cluding a four-year-old girl 
and her father, in a 1979 
attack with a Palestinian 
guerrilla group on an Is¬ 
raeli town. 

Israeli President Shimon 
Peres set the prisoner swap 
in motion by issuing a for¬ 
mal pardon for Qantar, re¬ 
viled in Israel for his role 
in that attack. 

Qantar was 17 at the 
time of the attack and he 
has said that the father 
was shot by Israeli soldiers 
who also wounded him, 
and that he doesn’t re¬ 
member what happened to 
the girl. 

REUTERS 


Algeria Cultural exchange 



A member of “Anhui in Africa" from China performs during a cul¬ 
tural performance in Algiers yesterday. The performance was 
part of a week-long cultural exchange sponsored by the Algerian 
Minister of Culture in collaboration with the Chinese embassy. 
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U.S. sends envoy to Iran talks 

In a shift in policy, the United States will send an envoy to talks this weekend between Iran 
and major powers over Tehran's nuclear program, a senior U.S. official said yesterday. Reuters 


China targets terror 

Claims to have broken up 12 terrorist cells 


Human rights worries 

Rights groups say China is using next month's Beijing Olympics 
as an excuse to crack down further in Xinjiang, home to some 8 
million Muslim, Turkic-speaking Uighurs, many of whom chafe 
under Chinese rule. 


Chinese forces in Kashgar 
in the restive far western 
region of Xinjiang have so 
far this year broken up 12 
overseas-based terrorist 
cells, a report on a govern¬ 
ment website said yester¬ 
day. 

The report, carried on 
www.china.com.cn and cit¬ 
ing Kashgar’s deputy Com¬ 
munist Party boss Huang 
Sanping, named the East 
Turkestan Islamic Move¬ 
ment and Hizb ut-Tahrir as 
two of the groups involved. 

The East Turkestan Is¬ 
lamic Movement was listed 
by the United Nations as a 
terrorist group in 2002 and 
has links to al Qaeda. But 
Hizb ut-Tahrir, which says 
its goal is to establish a 
pan-national Islamic state, 
denies espousing violence. 

“As the Olympics is get¬ 
ting ever nearer, the forces 
of the Communist Party, 
army, People’s Armed Po¬ 
lice and public security de¬ 
partment in Kashgar are 
fully prepared for any 
eventuality, and can re¬ 
spond to sudden incidents 


at any time,” the report 
said. 

Chinese state media 
have reported several in¬ 
stances of terror plots in 
Xinjiang being broken up 
in the past few weeks. 

Last week, China said it 
had foiled five “terrorism 
groups” planning attacks 
targeting the Beijing 
Olympics, with police de¬ 
taining 82 people in Xin¬ 
jiang. It was not clear 
whether the latest report 
included those previously 
reported detained. 

The report said Kashgar, 
close to both the Pakistan 
and Afghanistan borders, 
was at the “front line” of 
Xinjiang’s efforts to fight 
terrorism. 

“These groups have been 
proactively infiltrating in¬ 
to China, using those with 
no occupations, released 


from labour reform camps 
or dissatisfied with society, 
to carry out damaging ac¬ 
tivities, and are a threat,” 
Huang was quoted as say¬ 
ing. 

“Although the number of 
people involved is not 
many, it has had a certain 
effect on society due to 
Kashgar’s special position,” 
he added. 

Dilxat Raxit, spokesman 
for the exiled World 
Uyghur Congress, said this 
was just another example 
of China needlessly target¬ 
ting Uighurs. 

“There is no proof to 
show that they engaged in 
terrorism,” he said in an 
emailed statement. 

“If China is convinced of 
its accusations, then it 
should not fear letting in 
the international commu¬ 
nity to investigate.” reuters 


Research Study for 
Type 2 Diabetes Controlled 
Through Diet and Exercise 
Participants Needed 

What is the goal of the study? 

The goal of the study is to test the safety of a new oral 
medication to treat diabetes. 

Who can enter the study? 

Persons with type 2 diabetes who: are currently 
managing their diabetes through diet and exercise; 
are between the ages of 31-75 years; and have never 
received insulin therapy. Additional inclusion and 
exclusion criteria will be reviewed at time of screening. 

What are the study participants asked to do? 

Participants will spend a total of seven nights in the 
University of Alberta Hospital and make six visits to the 
research unit. Participants will be asked to take a new oral 
medication. Participants will undergo several monitoring 
tests (vital signs, ECG, blood and urine sampling). 

Are participants compensated? 

Participants will be compensated at a rate of $20/hour for a 
maximum of 244 hours for their involvement in the study. 

Who can I contact for more information? 

You may call 780-407-2965 or email kate.bailey@ 
capitalhealth.ca to learn more about the study. 


Beijing Saving strays from Olympics ‘clean up’ 



Ding Shiyang, also known as ‘Grandma Ding,' sits amongst her stray cats and dogs she looks after 
in her house in Beijing yesterday. Ding has over 250 cats and dogs brought to her by concerned 
locals due to the ‘clean up' campaign Beijing authorities mounted earlier this year to rid the 
streets of any stray cats and dogs before the August Olympic Games. 


McCain vows to repair 
war in Afghanistan 


Republican presidential 
hopeful John McCain criti¬ 
cized the flagging U.S. war 
effort in Afghanistan yes¬ 
terday and vowed to 
repair it if elected, starting 
with sending more U.S. 
and NATO troops. 

“That’s no way to run a 
war,” said McCain, com¬ 
plaining that security in 
Afghanistan has deteriorat¬ 
ed and the status quo is 
not acceptable. 

McCain waded into the 
debate over what to do in 
Afghanistan, a war begun 
after the Sept. 11 attacks 
that Democrats charge has 
been neglected by the 
Bush administration as it 
concentrates on Iraq. 

An attack on a U.S. base 
near the Pakistan border 
by a resurgent Taliban Sun¬ 
day killed nine U.S. sol¬ 
diers and wounded 15, the 
biggest single American 
loss in Afghanistan since 
2005. 

McCain, an Arizona sen¬ 


ator who calls himself an 
underdog in his Nov. 4 
election battle against De¬ 
mocrat Barack Obama, 
said an improving security 
situation in Iraq as a result 
of a U.S. troop increase, or 
“surge,” should allow the 
United States to send more 
forces to Afghanistan. 

U.S. com¬ 
manders in 
Afghanistan 
say they 
need at least 
three addi¬ 
tional 

brigades of 
about 3,500 
troops each, 
and McCain 
said they should get them. 
There are currently 36,000 
American troops stationed 
in Afghanistan. 

“Thanks to the success of 
the surge, these forces are 
becoming available, and 
our commanders in 
Afghanistan must get 
them. But sending more 
forces, by itself, is not 


Obama’s take 

Democratic presidential can¬ 
didate Barack Obama said 
yesterday a "single-minded” 
focus on Iraq was distracting 
the United States from other 
threats, and he promised to 
end the war and shift 
resources to fighting al Qae¬ 
da and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan. 

enough to prevail,” McCain 
told a town hall meeting in 
New Mexico, a battle¬ 
ground state in the U.S. 
election. 

McCain senior adviser 
Nicolle Wallace told re¬ 
porters later that McCain 
wanted NATO forces to 
contribute troops as well. 

“This isn’t just an Ameri¬ 
can war,” she said. 

McCain received a stand¬ 
ing ovation from the 
crowd when he vowed to 
get elusive al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden if elect¬ 
ed. REUTERS 



John McCain 


Renewable power gets boost 


u.s. The California power 
grid manager yesterday 
praised a decision taken on 
Monday by the U.S. Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion designed to alleviate 
bottlenecks in connecting 
new power generation proj¬ 
ects to the transmission 
grid in California. 

About two-thirds of the 
projects in the long queue 
for review by the Cal ISO 
are for renewable power. 

“The good news is that re¬ 
newable power projects are 
clamoring to supply elec¬ 


tricity to California con¬ 
sumers,” said Yakout Man- 
sour, president of the Cali¬ 
fornia Independent System 
Operator. “The better news 
is we can take the first step 
toward freeing bottlenecks 
that have prevented these 
exciting projects from com¬ 
ing on-line,” Mansour said. 

FERC ruled that the Cal 
ISO can waive some rules 
and schedules for new pow¬ 
er plants hooking up to the 
grid, allowing the ISO to re¬ 
duce the backlog, the grid 
manager said. reuters 


Mexico 


Drug violence 
prompts response 

hitmen The Mexican gov¬ 
ernment said yesterday it 
was nearly tripling the po¬ 
lice presence in Sinaloa 
state after hitmen killed 
20 people and took 
hostages in various attacks 
by criminal gangs over the 
last week. More than 300 
people have died in drug- 
related violence so far this 
year in Sinaloa. 

REUTERS 
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Sony unveils 80-gigabyte PlayStation 3 

Sony Corp said yesterday that it plans to launch a PlayStation 3 game console in September with an 80-gigabyte hard drive for $399 US, 
the same price as the PS3 with a 40-gigabyte hard drive. Sony plans to phase out the smaller hard-drive PS3 machine. Reuters 
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Business 



GM to cut 
staff at HQ 


Hundreds of General Mo¬ 
tors Canada head office 
staff may be laid off over 
the next several months as 
part of a restructuring ef¬ 
fort to get the automotive 
giant back to profitability. 

The company said yester¬ 
day that it plans to reduce 
labour costs for salaried 
workers by 20 per cent, 
further slash truck produc¬ 
tion and eliminate its quar¬ 
terly dividend. 

GM CEO Rick Wagoner 
told employees in Detroit 
the auto-malcer would also 
offer buyout and early re¬ 
tirement packages and 
freeze base pay for salaried 
employees through 2009. 

The goal to save $15 bil- 


1 


“We don’t 
have a fig¬ 
ure yet, but 
, the initial 
thinking is that this 
may be modest.” 
Stew Low 


lion US in costs worldwide 
by the end of 2009 will ulti¬ 
mately have an impact on 
Canada, said General Mo¬ 
tors spokesperson Stew 
Low. 

“The numbers could be 
in the hundreds or even 
less. We don’t have a figure 
yet, but the initial thinking 
is that this may be mod¬ 
est.” TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 




ETHANOL Royal Dutch Shell 
has nearly doubled its owner¬ 
ship in Ottawa-based cellulo- 
sic-ethanol producer logen En¬ 
ergy Corp. and is “considering” 
investing in a full-scale 
commercial ethanol plant. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


RATES The Bank of Canada 
bowed to inflation fears and 
held its interest rate at 3 per 
cent. Consumer prices could 
climb above 4 per cent this 
year for the first time since 
2003, the bank said. 
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Athletics 

Dean Macey, Britain's best decathlete since Daley Thompson, retired 
yesterday after failing to qualify for the Beijing Olympics. Reuters 
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‘I ran out of time,’ 
Feliden explains 

athletics Perdita Felicien 
made it official yesterday 
morning: She’s given up 
hope of competing at the 
2008 Beijing Olympics. 

The Pickering, Ont., hur¬ 
dler, a world champion in 
2003 and silver medallist 
at last year’s worlds, has to 
withdraw because the foot 
injury she suffered during 
training last Februaiy did¬ 
n’t leave her enough time 
to have a chance of being 
competitive in China. 

“I tried as best as I could 
but just ran out of time,” 
she said on a conference 
call yesterday. “I’m going 
to take the advice of my 
medical team and focus 
more on my fitness and 
health.” 

Team’s effort 
‘unacceptable’ 

basketball Coming off an 
effort deemed “unaccept¬ 
able” by the head coach, 
the Canadian men’s 
basketball team’s Olympic 
dream comes down to a 
“win-or-else” situation this 
morning. Inexplicably flat 
at both ends of the court, 
Canada lost 86-70 to Slove¬ 
nia in Athens yesterday, 
setting up a must-win situ¬ 
ation against Korea at the 
tournament. 

“We felt the effort was 
unacceptable,” coach Leo 
Rautins said. 

Swimmer added 
to German squad 

swimming A German 
swimmer who just missed 
out on qualifying for next 
month’s Beijing Games 
has won a court injunction 
forcing the German 
National Olympic 
Committee to include her 
in the squad. 

Vipa Bernhardt got an 
injunction from a state 
court late on Monday and 
was added to the team yes¬ 
terday. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Tomorrow’s lineup 


CAPTAIN CANADA Ian Millar, 
the 61-year-old dean of Canadi¬ 
an riders, has eight Olympics 
under his belt. He will equal 
the record of Austrian sailer 
Hubert Raudaschl with a ninth 
appearance at the 2008 Beijing 
Games. Pick up tomorrow's 
Metro for more. 


I days remain until 
’ the official start of 
■the 2008 Summer 
Olympic Games in Beijing. 


On the Wright track 

Beijing-bound brothers following in family footsteps cemented in '32 



Lee Wright, from left, along with sons Andrew and Phillip, relax in their Vancouver living room. They represent two of the three gen¬ 
erations of Wrights who have competed in the Olympics for Canada. 


TIM WIECLAWSKI 

Metro Canada 


For Anthony and Philip 
Wright, the Olympics are a 
family tradition stretching 
all the way back to 1932. 

This summer, the field 
hockey-playing brothers 
will be following in the 
footsteps of their mother, 
father and grandfather 
when they represent Cana¬ 
da on sport’s biggest stage. 

“We’re all excited, but 
not so much nervous, not 
yet,” Anthony, 23, told 
Metro, with the Games 
looming. “It’s going to be a 
pretty unique and special 
opportunity. We have 
everything to gain and 
nothing to lose.” 

This is a first Olympics 
for both brothers. Antho¬ 
ny’s coaches say he is a 
prototypical defencemen, 
with exceptional en¬ 
durance and great on-field 
vision, who has earned 70 
national team appear¬ 
ances. 

“He can run for days and 
he tackles hard,” said Shiaz 
Virjee, who coaches at the 
University of British Co¬ 
lumbia. “He’s one of the 
guys that you don’t want 
to match up against.” 

Philip, 21, is an attacker 
with good speed. He’s ar¬ 
guably the fastest player in 
the program. He was recov¬ 
ering from an injury lead¬ 
ing up to the team selec¬ 
tion and was chosen as a 
team reserve. He will be 
travelling to Beijing, but 
will only play if one of the 
other players is injured. 

“He’s a young kid,” said 


national team manager 
Ajay Dube. 

“He’s coming along and 
becoming more of a player 
on his own and will proba¬ 
bly represent Canada for 
years. Now is just possibly 
not his time.” 

In the buildup to the 
Games, their mother, Thel¬ 
ma, has been offering them 
both inspirational advice 
— urging them to drink in 
the experience and make 
the most of the occasion, 
even though being third- 
generation Olympians has 
meant they are singled for 
added attention. 

“The pressure is hard for 


"It’s going to be a 
pretty unique and 
special opportunity. 
We have everything 
to gain and nothing 
to lose.” 

Anthony Wright 

them because they just 
want to be team players,” 
she said. 

Thelma knows the pres¬ 
sure of competing at the 
highest level. She ran for 
Canada in the 1,500 me¬ 
tres at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics and at the 1976 


Games in Montreal. 

The boys’ father, Lee, al¬ 
so competed at the Mon¬ 
treal Olympics. It was his 
second Games as a mem¬ 
ber of the Canadian field 
hockey team. His previous 
time was in 1964 in Tokyo. 

“We were competing in 
Montreal, when my father 
was the president of the 
Canadian Olympic Associa¬ 
tion, so that made it a spe¬ 
cial event for us. It was a 
family event,” said Lee. 

His father, Harold 
Wright, was a sprinter for 
Canada in the 1932 
Olympics. 

But while their pedigree 


is impeccable, in five previ¬ 
ous Olympic Games no 
member of the Wright 
family has been able to re¬ 
turn home with a medal. 

Though the men’s field 
hockey team’s best highest 
placing ever was 10th at 
the 2000 Olympics, Antho¬ 
ny remains optimistic 
Team Canada could yet 
pull off an upset. 

“Tournaments are a fun¬ 
ny thing, and if you get on 
a roll, anything is possi¬ 
ble,” he said. 

“We’re not favoured to 
win any medals, but I 
wouldn’t put it out of the 
question.” 


Canoe champ Kolonics dies 


Hungary’s two-time Olym¬ 
pic canoe champion Gyor- 
gy Kolonics died yester¬ 
day, most likely due to 
heart failure, during a 
practise session for the 
Beijing Games, the Hun¬ 
garian Kayalc-Canoe Feder¬ 
ation said. 

Kolonics, 36, who won 
Olympic gold medals in 
1996 and 2000 and bronze 
medals in 1996 and 2004, 
fell unconscious and could 
not be resuscitated, Etele 
Barath, the federation’s 


“Everybody who 
was there is in 
shock.” 

Gabor Ganczer 

president told state news 
agency MTI. 

“There’s not a whole lot 
anybody can say for now, 
everybody who was there is 
in shock and can’t really 
tell us what happened,” Ga¬ 
bor Ganczer, a spokesman 
for the federation, said. 


Kolonics was set to com¬ 
pete in Beijing, his fifth 
Olympics, in the 500 me¬ 
tres and 1,000 metres dou¬ 
ble events with Gyorgy 
Kozmann. 

In an international ca¬ 
reer spanning more than 
16 years, Kolonics won 15 
world championship titles. 

He rose to national 
prominence in Hungaiy af¬ 
ter taking the 500-metre 
doubles title in Atlanta 
with teammate Csaba Hor¬ 
vath. REUTERS 



Gyorgy Kozmann, left and Gyorgy Kolonics of Hungary receive 
their bronze medals at the Athens 2004 Summer Olympics. 
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The Spectrum, home of the NHL's Philadelphia Flyers and NBA's Philadelphia 76 ers for nearly 30 
seasons, is set to close its doors next spring and will be demolished, metro news services 


IB 


Sports 


Drake calls it a career 

Veteran forward Dallas Drake, left, has decided to go out a 
winner and will retire after winning the Stanley Cup with 
Detroit in his 15th NHL season. In 1,009 career regular-sea¬ 
son games with the Red Wings, the Winnipeg/Phoenix 
franchise and the St. Louis Blues, Drake registered 177 goals 
with 300 assists for 477 points. 
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Lumsden making history 

Ticats star dominating at running back like no other Canadian before 


YorkReport_ 


Marty 

York 


a 


marty.yorkQ metronews.ca 


Some time in the second 
quarter of the Tiger-Cats’ 
loss to the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders the other 
day, as I sat in the upper 
deck of Ivor Wynne Stadi¬ 
um on one of those bar¬ 
baric backless benches 
(ouch!), it occurred to me 
that there has never in 
CFL history been a Cana¬ 
dian running back quite 
as dominant as Hamil¬ 
ton’s Jesse Lumsden is 
these days. 

And I mean never ever. 

“He’s an animal,” ob¬ 
served linebacker JoJuan 


Armour of the Calgary 
Stampeders. “He’s one of 
the best backs I’ve ever 
seen. He has the body of a 
guy that will run through 
you, but he can still make 
you miss and run past 
you. (With) a combination 
of talent like that, any 
back will be dangerous.” 

Playing a position that 
has been almost exclu¬ 
sively reserved for U.S. 
dudes, Lumsden has be¬ 
come so dangerous that, 
after the first three weeks 
of the regular season, he 
leads the CFL in rushing 
with 362 yards on 48 car¬ 
ries. That’s an eyebrow¬ 
raising average of 7.5 
yards a carry — in a pass- 
happy league. 

The Ticats have more 
than doubled their scor¬ 
ing total from the corre¬ 
sponding period last year 
— they’ve produced 70 


3 The number of 

consecutive games 
the Edmonton 
Eskimos would win 
by beating Toronto Sunday. 
Edmonton last won three con¬ 
secutive in the 2005 post-sea- 
son, en route to the Grey Cup 
championship. 

points this season com¬ 
pared to a mere 34 in 
their first three games of 
2007 — and Lumsden is 
primarily responsible for 
that. The 6-foot-2, 226- 
pounder from Burlington, 
Ont., has four touch¬ 
downs. 

• Other prominent 
Canadian backs? 

Couldn’t think of many, 
frankly, so Googled “Run¬ 
ning backs from Canada.” 
Found zilch. 

Did pick up ample in¬ 
formation, however, 
about an old CD from The 


Guess Who, called Run¬ 
ning Back Thru Canada. 

• Lumsden, incidentally, 
missed the Ticats’ practice 
Monday because of gener¬ 
al soreness. Detractors 
think the 28-year-old may 
be injury-prone. And 
might fumble too often ... 
The Ticats are nine-point 
underdogs for their game 
in Calgary tomorrow ... 
The Stamps lead the CFL 
in penalties (30) ... From 
B.C. GM/coach Wally 
Buono, after his Lions 
recorded their first 2008 
victory by trouncing the 
Blue Bombers last week: 
“It’s about time.” ... Incon¬ 
sistent quarterback Jarious 
Jackson passed for 340 
yards and five TD passes in 
Winnipeg, prompting the 
Lions to drop plans to pur¬ 
sue another QB in trade 
talks ... The Lions are sev¬ 
en-point favourites for 


their Friday rematch 
against Winnipeg 
in Vancouver ... 
Despite their $' 
recent medioc¬ 
rity, the Arg¬ 
onauts are three- 
point favourites 
over the Edmon¬ 
ton Eskimos for 
their Sunday 
match in Toron¬ 
to 

back’s 



Lumsden 



Defender 
quits to 
train for 
priesthood 

soccer A defender in Ma¬ 
jor League Soccer has quit 
his team to train for the 
priesthood in the Catholic 
Church. 

Chase Hilgenbrinclc, a 
26-year-old left-back with 
the New England Revolu¬ 
tion, said he was retiring 
from the game to attend a 
Catholic seminary in Maiy- 
land. 

“After years of discern¬ 
ment, I feel strongly that 
the Lord has called me to 
become a priest in the 
Catholic Church,” Hilgen- 
brinck told the club’s web¬ 
site www.revolutionsoccer. 
net 

“Though I will miss the 
game of soccer, I know 
that I am moving on to 
something much greater,” 
he said. 

After college soccer in 
the U.S., Illinois native 
Hilgenbrinclc spent four 
years in professional soc¬ 
cer in Chile before signing 
for the Revolution in 
March after a brief spell 
with the Colorado Rapids. 
He played four times for 
the Revolution. reuters 


My game is in top shape, 
says Open favourite Garcia 



Sergio Garcia of Spain watches his tee shot on the fifth tee dur¬ 
ing the second practice round of the 137th British Open yester¬ 
day at Royal Birkdale Golf Club in Southport, England. 


Sergio Garcia, the title 
favourite in the absence of 
injured world No. 1 Tiger 
Woods, said yesterday he 
had never felt better pre¬ 
pared for a British Open. 

“I feel like my game is 
probably as good as it’s 
ever been,” the world No. 7 
told reporters. “I obviously 
feel good with my game 
and feel good with myself. 

“I feel like I’m getting 
better as a player every 
tournament. I’m learning 
more things about myself.” 

Garcia, beaten by Ire¬ 
land’s Padraig Harrington 
in a playoff at the 2007 
British Open, has never 
won any of the top four 
prizes in golf but he said 
his Players Championship 
victory in Florida in May 
felt comparable to a major 
win. 

“The strength of the 
field, the difficulty of the 
course, the conditions, it 
really felt like a major,” 
said the 28-year-old 
Spaniard. 

“The winning score was 
like a major and for us 
(players) it feels like the 
fifth major. We all know 
it’s not but it’s one of the 


biggest tournaments we 
play all year.” 

Garcia said it would 
make no difference in to¬ 
morrow’s opening round 
at Royal Birkdale that the 
bookmakers listed him as 
the favourite. 

“ft doesn’t matter what 
anybody else says,” he said. 
“At the end of the day, I 
know I’ve got to be 
favourite myself, in me. 


“I have to go out there 
and do what I know how to 
do, believe in my ability to 
do it and then give myself 
a chance at winning. 

“It’s nice to be favourite 
but it doesn’t mean it’s go¬ 
ing to help me, like my 
chances are going to be 
better because of that. I 
still have to go out there 
and perform.” 

REUTERS 


Sports in brief 


CFL Eskimos kick returner Tris¬ 
tan Jackson was named the 
CFL's special teams player of 
the week yesterday for his per¬ 
formance in Edmonton's victo¬ 
ry over Toronto last week. B.C. 
Lions quarterback Jarious Jack- 
son was named top offensive 
player and Lions linebacker 
Javier Glatt earned top defen¬ 
sive honours. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


CFL The Saskatchewan 
Roughriders extended the 
contract of general manager 
Eric Tillman through the 2010 
season yesterday. 

NBA The Los Angeles Clippers 
filled the void left by Elton 
Brand last week by acquiring 
centre Marcus Camby from the 
Denver Nuggets last night. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 



AMERICAN LEAGUE 
EAST DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 

Boston 57 40 .588 - 

Tampa Bay 55 39 -585 Z* 

N.Y. Yankees 50 45 -526 6 

Toronto 47 48 495 9 

Baltimore 45 48 484 10 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 
Chicago Sox 54 40 .574 — 

Minnesota 53 42 .558 1V2 

Detroit 47 47 -500 7 

Kansas City 43 53 448 12 

Cleveland 41 53 436 13 

WEST DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 
L.A. Angels 57 38 .600 - 

Oakland 51 44 -537 6 

Texas 50 46 .521 TA 

Seattle 37 58 .389 20 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
EAST DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 

Philadelphia 52 44 .542 — 

N.Y. Mets 51 44 -537 'A 

Florida 50 45 .526 l'A 

Atlanta 45 50 474 &A 

Washington 36 60 .375 16 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 

Chicago Cubs 57 38 .600 — 

St. Louis 53 43 -552 4% 

Milwaukee 52 43 -547 5 

Cincinnati 46 50 479 ll Vi 

Pittsburgh 44 50 468 l2’/2 


Houston 44 51 463 13 

WEST DIVISION 

W L PCT GB 

Arizona 47 48 495 — 

L.A. Dodgers 46 49 484 l 

San Francisco 40 55 421 7 

Colorado 39 57 406 8’/ 2 

San Diego 37 58 .389 10 

LAST NIGHT’S GAME 
All-Star Game (at New York) 
National League vs. American 
League 

TONIGHT 

No games scheduled 

TOMORROW’S GAMES 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Detroit at Baltimore, 5:05 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
N.Y. Mets at Cincinnati, 5:10 
San Diego at St. Louis, 6:15 
Pittsburgh at Colorado, 7:05 
AL BATTING LEADERS 
Name, team AB R H AVG 

Kinsler Tex 398 84 134-337 

Morneau Min 365 55 118.323 

MauerMin 301 58 97-322 

Damon NYY 313 50 100.319 

Bradley Tex 2695585.316 
Pedroia Bos 395 67 124.314 

Youkilis Bos 328 56 103.314 

Rodriguez NYY 279 53 87 .312 

Hamilton Tex 377 60 117-310 

Grudzielanek KC 288 34 89 .309 

NL BATTING LEADERS 
Name, team AB R H AVG 

Jones Atl 296 55 H2.378 

Pujols StL 282 48 100.355 

BerkmanHou 331 77 115-347 


Holliday Col 305 52 103.338 

Theriot ChiC 342 52 110.322 

Nady Pgh 300 43 95 -317 

Guzman Wash 400 54 126.315 

Molina StL 272 21 85 .312 

Ramirez Fla 373 80 116.311 

Atkins Col 364 55 H2.308 


|CFL 


WEST DIVISION 

W L T 

GB 

Saskatchewan 300 

6 

EDMONTON 2 1 0 

4 

Calgary 210 

4 

B.C. l 2 0 

2 

EAST DIVISION 

W L T 

PTS 

Montreal 2 10 

4 

Hamilton 12 0 

2 

Toronto 12 0 

2 

Winnipeg 0 3 0 

0 

WEEK 4 

TOMORROW’S GAME 
Hamilton at Calgary, 7 

FRIDAY’S GAME 

Winnipeg at B.C., 8 

SATURDAY’S GAME 
Montreal at Saskatchewan, 5 

SUNDAY’S GAME 
EDMONTON at Toronto, 2 


| BASEBALL 



GOLDEN BASEBALL LEAGUE 
GAMES FEATURING THE 
EDMONTON CRACKER CATS: 

TOMORROW’S GAME 
Yuma at EDMONTON, 7:05 
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Watering 

properly 


LAWN CARE In the sum¬ 
mer, the residential land¬ 
scape is characterized by 
rows of neat and trim 
lawns in every direction. 
Even if you’re not an avid 
gardener, you probably 
perform basic lawn main¬ 
tenance and strive to 
maintain an appearance 
at par with your neigh¬ 
bours. 

Municipal water use 
doubles in the summer 
months and much of the 
demand is attributed to 
lawn and garden water¬ 
ing. 

Your lawn might not be 
equipped with a rainwa¬ 
ter irrigation system and 
so it’s important to con¬ 
sider alternatives that will 
minimize wastage. 

Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation’s 
(CMHC) online guide to 
landscaping offers practi¬ 
cal advice on how to wa¬ 
ter your lawn efficiently 
to avoid evaporation and 
run-off. 

For example, water 
your lawn in the early 
morning, allowing the 
water to absorb instead of 
evaporating and avoid wa¬ 
tering hard surfaces like 
driveways and patios. 

Taking an economical 
approach to watering 
doesn’t mean you have to 
compromise the health of 
your lawn. 

Water saving tech¬ 
niques can improve your 
lawns appearance and re¬ 
silience. 

Watering thoroughly 
rather than frequently en¬ 
courages deep roots, and 
being careful not to over¬ 
water prevents the grass 
from turning an unsightly 
yellow. 

Visit cmhc.ca for more 
water saving tips for your 
lawn and garden. 

CMHC 


Full bloom 

Indoor gardens can be welcome 
additions to Alberta condos 


SONYA PROCENKO 

for Source Media Group 


ARE YOU PONDERING 

greening up your condo 
with an indoor garden? 
Wander through the hu¬ 
mid, jungle-like Devonian 
Gardens and you may be 
inspired to believe any 
plant will thrive indoors in 
Alberta. You would be mis¬ 
taken, say experts. 

Jeff de Jong, a popular in¬ 
door gardening speaker 
and horticulture teacher at 
Old College, tries to help 
people understand that 
not anything goes indoors. 
“The climate is diy and our 
homes are dry,” he ex¬ 
plains. 

Generally, he advises 
condo owners seek out 
plants that are tolerant of 
drought-lilce conditions 
and low light levels. 

“Not eveiy place is ideal 
for plants,” he says. “Buy¬ 
ing plants takes a little bit 
of trial and error. If you 
find a plant that likes the 
conditions then there’s no 
reason it can’t be around 
for several years.” 


Choosing well 

What are the latest Al¬ 
berta trends in indoor gar¬ 
dening? One trend, de Jong 
suggests, is choosing fo¬ 
liage that is bright, green, 
healthy, unusual and visu¬ 
ally interesting. 

“More people are 
growing culinary 
gardens... so many 
Mediterranean 
herbs are perfectly 
suited to the dry 
conditions we 
have here.” 

Jeff de Jong 

Another current trend is 
matching your plants to 
your condo’s interior style. 
For example, with a Cali¬ 
fornia look, cactus type 
plants might work well. 
While Boston ferns might 
be better suited to a very 
traditional, comfy, cosy 
home. 

“(Choose) whatever 
plant accentuates the de¬ 
sign of your house,” advis¬ 



es de Jong. 

“Before 
people 

would bring 
home what the garden 
centre had. Now there are 
so many different choices 
(in plants) it can be over¬ 
whelming.” 

Keep in mind, he says, 
that poisonous and cactus 
type plants aren’t friendly 
to children and pets. 

Remember too, that not 
all plants are evergreen. So 
if you don’t like picking up 
leaves, don’t buy a ficus, a 
deciduous plant that sheds 
its leaves. 

With people’s busy lives, 
house plants that require 
low care seem increasingly 
popular. 

And de Jong recom¬ 
mends, for example, the 
cast iron plant, a small 
plant that works well in 
low light. 

Culinary gardens 

“More people are grow¬ 
ing culinary gardens,” says 
de Jong. “So many Mediter¬ 
ranean herbs are perfectly 
suited to the diy condi¬ 
tions we have here.” The 


herbs 

should sit on a window 
or counter and get four to 
five hours of light. 

The exotic orchid 

“If you don’t have a lot of 
room for plants and you’re 
trying to simplify, orchids 
are beautiful,” he says. Or¬ 
chids flower three to four 
months and can tolerate 
low light and drier condi¬ 
tions. 

For orchids, de Jong 
highly recommends Para¬ 
mount Orchids, which 
boasts approximately 
50,000 orchids in four 
greenhouses. 

The company is usually 
open to the public week¬ 
ends or by appointment so 
call first to check their 
hours. 

New braiding types 

Janette Eby, annuals and 
tropicals buyer at Golden 
Acre Garden Sentre in Cal- 
gaiy, has acquired expert 



With condo dwellers’ busy lives, house plants that require little care are becoming increasingly popular. 


knowl¬ 
edge of what 
plants will and won’t work 
indoors. 

“Condo owners are still 
using plants (indoors) to 
soften the edges and create 
a nice atmosphere.” 

For condo owners, she 
advises they invest in 
“plants that aren’t going to 
outgrow small areas quick- 

iy” 

Eby admits some of the 
centre’s bestsellers for con¬ 
dos are the hardiest plants 
that don’t need a lot of 
care and maintenance. 

Among the tougher 
plants she recommends 
are snake plants, yuccas 
and yucca, canes. 

“The braided type of 
plants are aesthetically 
pleasing. They add a bit of 
a nice look. 

“A new popular plant is 
the pachira, a feng shui 
type of plant. The Hawai¬ 
ian schefflera is a leafy tree 
with a braided trunk.” 

Another newer tougher 
plant, she says, is the zami- 
folia, a hardy, thick leafed, 
succulent. 

At Hole’s Greenhouses 
and Gardens, Bob Stadnylc, 
buyer merchandiser of 
perennials and indoor 
plants, assists many Ed¬ 
monton condo owners in 
their plant shopping. 

“If your condo is south 
facing and there’s a lot of 
light, you can grow almost 
anything,” says Stadnylc. 

“Cactus, succulents, 
blooming hibiscus, orchids 
... if a person really wants a 
harbinger of spring, there 
are potted bulbs like daf¬ 
fodils and crocuses.” 

Edmonton homeowners 
are extending their indoor 
gardens outdoors, he says, 
with similar looking plants 
outside. 

“They’re buying hanging 
plants, like spider plants 
and ivy, for air purification 
in their homes and condos. 

“People are keeping 
their indoor gardens sim¬ 
ple, not cluttering them 
up, simple and elegant.” 

Edited for length by Metro Edmonton 
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Parkland 


780 - 481-5343 
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780 - 431-1145 


MOVE IN RIGHT NOW 
from only $663 biweekly* 

includes GST. Limited inventory. Prices vary. 

See salesperson for full details. 

Townhomes with attached garages • Maintenance free yards 
Flexible floorplan options from 1008-1238 sq. ft. 


Mortgage rules are changing! Take advantage of 
the current flexible downpayment options. 
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I dream of Batmobile 

Metro's Rick McGinnis gets his supervroom on with Dark Knight's ride 


RICK MCGINNIS 

Metro Canada 


The first time designer Ian 
Macintosh saw the Batmo¬ 
bile on TV in 1966, he 
remembers almost losing 
control. 

“The show was great, but 
the car was just the piece de 
resistance. It was the 
wickedest car ever,” Macin¬ 
tosh says at the door of his 
Mississauga, Ont., car cus¬ 
tomizing space where he is 
building his own version of 
eveiy man’s dream car. 

The show was Batman, 
the high-camp pop-art com¬ 
edy show that starred Adam 
West and ran for two years 
in the late ’60s and forever 
in syndication. Macintosh’s 
version of the Batmobile, 
sitting in front of us on the 
floor of his shop, is the 
product of over two years of 
labour and still a few 
months from completion. 

If you’re only used to the 
cherished Corgi die-cast 
model you owned as a kid, 
the first thing that strikes 
you is how massive it is — a 
long, low, lethal black sled 
of a car. Macintosh’s Batmo¬ 
bile is built on a 2002 
Corvette C5 chassis that’s 
been lengthened by two 



feet, and is almost 20 feet 
long. “It’s a monster car,” 
Macintosh says. 

The rest of the building is 
taken up with Macintosh’s 
main business — designing, 
printing and installing 
those huge vinyl billboards 
that wrap themselves 
around buses and cover 
stretches of walls and hall¬ 
ways in subways and malls. 
Just recently, his company 
was commissioned to create 
the murals for Dark Knight, 
the new Batman film which 
hits theatres Friday, cur- 


2002 Honda Civic 

* 8,988 

#P025807, Automatic, Air conditioning. Low kms 



David Morris 780.4849000 _ 

Fine Cars Ltd. please ask for dean or ian /IP 


17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
desmail@dmfc.ca 


“My wife thinks I’m 
out of my head 
wanting a full-sized 
Batmobile.” 

Ian Macintosh 

rently coating the walls at 
Toronto’s Union Station. “I 
was all excited, because 
when you’ve been a Batman 
fan all your life, and you fi¬ 
nally get a chance to work 
with your superhero, you 
jump at it.” 

The car’s body is rough, 
and Macintosh is going to 
have it laser-scanned and 
tweaked on the computer 
before being re-fabricated 
and sealed in Kevlar — an 
option custom car godfa¬ 
ther George Barris didn’t 
have in 1966 when he built 
the first Batmobile. The fa¬ 
mous flaming exhaust will 
be replaced with a slightly 
safer option. “We’re going 
to 



Car enthusiast Ian Macintosh 
has been constructing a replica 
of the ’60s Batmobile for two 
years in his Mississauga shop. 

put LEDs and speakers and 
C02, and that way it’ll blow 
a replica flame so kids can 
walk behind the car with¬ 
out getting torched. And 
that’ll be connected to the 
gas pedal, so when you 
press the gas the sounds of 
the turbine increase and 
the lights increase the more 
C02 comes out.” 

There are other Batmo- 
biles, of course. Just af- j 
ter talking to 
Macln- 



Rick 

McGinnis 
with The 
Tumbler, the 
Batmobile from 
Christopher Nolan’s 
Batman films. 

VICTORIA GORMLEY/FOR METRO CANADA 


Rick McGinnis sits in the Batmobile being built 
by Ian Macintosh in his Mississauga shop. 


tosh I head down to Toron¬ 
to’s Eaton Centre to check 
out the Tumbler — the Bat¬ 
mobile featured in Christo¬ 
pher Nolan’s movie reboots 
of the caped crusader — 
and the Batpod, the mon¬ 
ster motorcycle hidden in 
the Tumbler’s bowels. 

The Tumbler is a hulking 
thing, more military than 
drag strip, and it takes its in¬ 
spiration from tanks and 
fighter jets, not the sleek 
fantasies of chrome and 
glass and aerodynamic steel 
that every male, even if he’s 
never had a licence, re¬ 
sponds to with a low groan, 
and for which the 1966 Bat¬ 
mobile is a wild, wicked, 
supreme expression. 

Macintosh’s ambition is to 
get his car finished in time to 
enter it into the Targa New¬ 
foundland, a 2,200 1cm car 
race where car nuts can 
show off their rides. 

He says that, while he 

I knows how much the 
car has cost him, he has 
no idea how to put a 
value on it. 

1 “My wife thinks 
\ I’m out of my 
head wanting a 
full-sized Batmo¬ 
bile,” he tells me. 
“How do you ra¬ 
tionalize it? I 
don’t know. 
I’m guaranteed 
that she doesn’t 
like the car, but 
I will get her 
wearing a cat 
suit in that pas¬ 
senger seat if it's the 
last thing I ever do.” 


Bat and beyond 

There have been countless 
Batmobiles in decades of 
DC comics, but here are a 
few key versions of the car, 
and some of their equally 
wicked competitors. 

1941: The Batmobile is in¬ 
troduced in Detective Comics 
#27, but wasn't given its 
name until issue #48, though 
it was merely a red convert¬ 
ible with design elements of 
a Ford and a Lincoln. 

1966: Batman and The 
Green Hornet debut on tel¬ 
evision the same 
year, introducing 
two awesome new 
cars-Green Hornet's 
Black Beauty (a 1966 

Chrysler Crown Imperial 
sedan customized by Barris 
colleague Dean Jeffries) 
and the Batmobile. 

1979 : The 
Dukes Of 
Hazzard 1 
debuts 
on CBS, 
and intro¬ 
duces Gen¬ 
eral Lee, a 

modified 1969 Dodge 
Charger. 

1982: Knight Industries 
Three Thousand, or KITT, 
debuts with the premiere of 
Knight Rider on NBC. A Pon¬ 
tiac Firebird Trans Am with 
a cybernetic brain, it would 
later be upgraded to a Pon¬ 
tiac Banshee prototype for 
Knight Rider 2000. 

1989: Tim Burton revives 
the Batman franchise, and 
introduces a new 
Batmobile - two Chevy Im- 
pala chassis and a V 8 
engine over which produc¬ 
tion designer Anton Furst 
conceives a long, low ma¬ 
chine with a jet engine in 
the middle of the 
Sjj^^hood. 

2005 : 

\ ^Bchristo- 

^jFpher 
Nolan 



The DC comics 
Batmobile from 
the 1940s. 


The General 
Lee from The 
Dukes 
of Hazzard. 


rewinds Bat¬ 
man to the 
start with 
Batman Be¬ 
gins, and in¬ 
troduces The Tumbler, a mas¬ 
sive, brutal machine with a 
military inspiration and de¬ 
tails from the F-117 Stealth 
fighter that is never referred 
to once as a Batmobile. 

2008: Nolan's upcoming 
Dark Knight features the Bat- 
pod, a motorcycle with anti¬ 
aircraft guns mounted on its 
front wheel that the director 
built in his garage with pro¬ 
duction designer Nathan 
Crowley. 

RICK MCGINNIS/METRO CANADA 
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NISSAN 



ADVANTAGE 

SAVE 20* ON EVERY LITRE FOR ONE YEAR.* 


LEASE FOR 

* 218 * 

PER MTH FOR 60 
MTHSINCLUDES 
FREIGHT &PDE 

LEASE RATE 


7.9* 


$0 SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 
$13,076 TOTAL 
LEASE OBLIGATION 


< 

DC 

IZ 
i LU 

! co 


NISSAN CITY: 

Mk ^ 8.3L/100KM (34MPG), 

Vl/Vj HIGHWAY: 
ADVANTAGE. 6.4L/100KM (44MPG) 


Awarded ‘‘Top Safety Pick" 

by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 



k°/o 


2.0 S model shown 


“Best New SUV/CUV 
■ Under $35,000" 



*7,000 

ecoAUTO REBATE 3 



Most Appealing Midsize Car in the U.S." 2 
- J.D. Power and Associates 


o 


$6,100 DOWN 
PAYMENT 
$25,663 TOTAL 
LEASE OBLIGATION 


2008 NISSAN 

ALTIMAc 


SE model shown 


* 288 * 

PER MTH FOR 48 
MTHSINCLUDES 
FREIGHT & PDE 


LEASE RATE 

3.9 % 

$3,150 DOWN 
PAYMENT 
$16,971 TOTAL 
LEASE OBLIGATION 


NISSAN CITY: 

>*• AO 11 -8L/100KM (24MPG), 

VaAD HIGHWAY: 

ADVANTAGE. 8.7L/100KM (32MPG) 


LEASE FOR 

* 288 * 

PER MTH FOR 48 

LEASE RATE 

2.5 

$1,950 DOWN 

MTHS INCLUDES 
FREIGHT & PDE 

PAYMENT 
$15,789 TOTAL 

LEASE OBLIGATION 


r$> 

MVI 


BEST IN CLASS 
FUEL ECONOMY 1 
CITY: 

8.9L/100KM (32MPG), 
HIGHWAY: 
6.3L/100KM (45MPG) 


LU 

to p^-. 

:D 

§0 

10 


NISSAN CITY: 

fs- A O 9-1L/100KM (31 MPG), 
Va/\D HIGHWAY: 
ADVANTAGE. 7.2L/100KM (39MPG) 


NEW 2009 NISSAN 

VERSA 1.8 S HATCHBACK 





HIGH ON FUEL EFFICIENCY. 
NEW LOW PRICE. * 13 , 598 *’ 

CITY: 7.9L/100KM (36MPG), HIGHWAY: 6.3L/100KM (45MPG) 


8 SL model shown 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL NISSAN RETAILER TODAY OR NISSAN.CA FOR DETAILS 
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When fury takes driver's seat 

Successful, higher-income people often succumb to road rage: Experts 


“The most common acts of road rage 
don’t come from the Charlie Manson 
types... they come from people with 
above-average incomes and education.” 

Ontario Provincial Police Sgt. Cam Woolley 


BRIAN TOWIE 

Metro Canada 


Who does your typical 
road rager look like? You. 

The phenomenon of 
fury behind the wheel 
has come to the fore once 
again after 55-year-old 
Antonio Greco was killed 
in what police are calling 
a deadly act of road rage 
last week on an Ontario 
highway. 

Wayne Winsor, 39, faces 
charges of leaving the 
scene of an accident, crimi¬ 
nal negligence and danger¬ 
ous driving. The victim’s 
family has since called for 
an end to aggression on 
the roadways. 

But neither Greco nor 
Winsor fit the description 
of what experts have called 
likely road rage perpetra¬ 
tors: Young males under 30. 
Experts say that while a 
case this extreme is rare, it’s 
proof that anyone, particu¬ 
larly successful people, can 


blow their top and put 
themselves and others in 
harm’s way. 

It’s more common that 
one might think: Angelo 
DiCicco, a 21-year driving 
instructor and general 
manager at Young Drivers 
of Canada, says out of the 
more than 500 professional 
drivers his school retrains 
per year, 95 per cent say 
they have been the subject 
of or subjected to road rage. 

Control issue 

“The most common acts 
of road rage don’t come 
from the Charlie Manson 
types who cariy the bloody 
axe in the seat next to 
them, they come from peo¬ 
ple with above-average in¬ 
comes and education,” adds 


Sgt. Cam Woolley of the 
Ontario Provincial Police. 

“They’re successful peo¬ 
ple who interact well with 
the community around 
them and are referred to in 
a positive way. I think it’s a 
control issue. These people 
are used to being in charge 
of their lives, so when they 
get cut off or someone tail¬ 
gates them, they react the 
wrong way.” 

Incidents such as the one 
last week usually start 
with a mistake, says Wool- 
ley, followed by visual 
communication — a glare 
or offensive gestures, for 
instance. The situation can 
then escalate into aggres¬ 
sion, then possibly vio¬ 
lence if tempers flare high 
enough. 



* InsuranceHotline 

Your Search Engine for the Lowest Insurance Rates 


Rates between 
insurance 
companies can 
vary by 100’s, even 
1,000’s of dollars 
for the same car 
and driver. 

Look at this chart. 


RATE COMPARISON 


Driving Record 

Lowest Price 

Highest Price 

Price Difference 

Clean Record 

$958 

$2,213 

$1,255 

1 Ticket 

$1,018 

$2,552 

$1,534 

1 Accident 

$1,849 

$3,753 

$1,904 


Fortunately, the math is simple. Getting quotes from more insurance companies on 
your car insurance should lead to greater savings. But who has the time? 

lnsuranceHotline.com can help with your homework by quoting over 20 major 
insurance companies and arranging them by the 3 lowest rates. 

It’s fast, safe and FREE. 


GET THE 3 LOWEST RATES 

FROM OVER 20 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES 

Go online to lnsuranceHotline.com 



Firefighters work on the crumpled remains of a Yukon SUV on Highway 401 near Milton, Ont. One 
person died in the crash which police say was fuelled by road rage. 


Anger management 

Tips to beat road rage from those in the know 


So what is it about the 
road that brings out the 
worst in people? Dr. David 
Wiesenthal, a York Uni¬ 
versity psychology profes¬ 
sor and co-author of book 
Contemporary Issues In 
Road User Behavior and 
Traffic Safety, says the 
anonymity the car pro¬ 
vides spurs people to act 
in ways they normally 
never would. 

“Roads are a place 
where you see vengeance 
on a daily basis,” he said. 
“Speed and anonymity are 
factors: You have the car, 
which is both the weapon 
and the means of escape. 
You’ll probably never see 
that stranger again, so the 
social constraints are 
gone. You’re freer to devi¬ 
ate from social behav¬ 
iour.” 


Had a bad day? “Don't bring 
it into the car with you," says 
Zdancewicz. “Take 15 minutes 
to cool down before you step 
into the vehicle." 

• "If someone makes you 
mad, don’t engage them,” 
Woolley advises. “You don't 
know what their mental 
state might be. Call police if 
you see someone driving 

Anonymity 

Nevertheless, the protec¬ 
tion from recognition the 
car affords drivers is no ex¬ 
cuse to act aggressively, 
says Edyta Zdancewicz, me¬ 
dia spokesperson for the 
Canadian Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation. 


recklessly.” 

0 “Don't jockey for a better 
position on the road," says 
DiCicco. "Let them go, you'll 
meet up with them in the 
next intersection where the 
traffic gets backed up." 

• "Listen to soothing music, 
particularly music you like, 
and take deep breaths,” says 
Wiesenthal. 

“Road rage is essentially 
a selfish act, and it’s al¬ 
ways serious. One life lost 
is too much,” she said. 
“It’s not something you 
can legislate out. The driv¬ 
ers have to take control of 
themselves. The onus is on 
all of us to use our com¬ 
mon sense.” 


Speed dating on wheels 



Volvo recently offered Australian singletons the opportunity of 
“test drive dating” from the cabin of their latest models. 


Volvo’s wacky Australian 
contingent recently hosted 
what could be the world’s 
first “speed dating” event 
where the main venue was 
the front seats of a car. 

Working with dating 
specialist, Fast Impres¬ 
sions, Volvo offered Syd¬ 
ney’s singletons the oppor¬ 
tunity of “test drive dat¬ 
ing” from the cabin of 
their latest models. 

“Talking about Volvo was 
a good way to get the con¬ 
versation going,” said one 
participant. 

Guests were chauffeured 
to a dealership and given 
eight minutes in the front 
seats to meet their perfect 
match. 

After the event, partici¬ 


pants were taken to a top 
bar in Sydney to continue 
partying at an exclusive 
Fast Impressions get-to¬ 
gether with hundreds of 
other singles. 


The evening was such a 
success that the two com¬ 
panies are considering ex¬ 
panding the events to 
more locations in the near 
future. 
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Open Rehearsal 

From Sept. 26-28, art lovers will be able to see the work behind London's performances and exhibitions during Open Rehearsal. The annual event will 
pull back the curtains on a variety of cultural institutions such as the Barbican, National Theatre, the Old Vic and English National Ballet, visit London 


Travel 
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Hawaiian Oktoberfest 

Oahu's Ala Moana Hotel will host its 38th annual Okto¬ 
berfest celebration from Oct. 7 to 12 this year. The event 
attracts over 8,000 guests who eat sauerkraut and pig 
knuckles, and dance to the polka stylings of the 
Edelweiss Band. metro news services 
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The essential guide to York 

Picturesque British city mixes the old and the new 


Discover Exciting Brazil 


5 day tour - 


$730 


EMMA E. FORREST 

Metro World News 


York combines history and 
culture with great shops, 
high-quality restaurants 
and vibrant bars. A short 
trip from Leeds Bradford 
airport, York was named 
European Tourist City 
of 2007 by European 
Cities Marketing. 

Where to stay 
Budget: 

YHA York International 

This three-star official 
Youth Hostel Association 
property offers safe, single¬ 
sex dorms and private 
rooms a short walk from 
town. Free buffet breakfast 
and cheap bike hire. 42 
Water End, Clifton, www. 
yha.org.uk. 

Mid-range: 

Farthings Guest House 

Set in a pretty Victorian 
house five minutes from 
town, this is an excellent 
value. Enjoy their full Eng¬ 
lish breakfast. 5 Nunthor- 
pe Avenue, www.farthings 
york.co.uk. 

Deluxe: 

Marmadukes 

Elegant and relaxed fami¬ 
ly-run hotel 10 minutes’ 
walk from town. All 19 
rooms feature antiques as 



York Minster is the largest medieval gothic cathedral in northern Europe. 


well as plasma TVs, Playsta¬ 
tion and DVD players. Beds 
were made by Jonathan 
Tebbs, who built the beds 
for the Hariy Potter mo¬ 
vies. From £140. St Peter’s 
Grove, Bootham. Tel 0870 
243 0765. www.marma 

dukeshotels. co. uk. 

What to see 

The essential visitor attrac¬ 
tion is York Minster, the 
largest medieval gothic 
cathedral in northern Eu¬ 
rope. Other sites include 
the huge Railway Museum, 
the Castle Museum, and 


the Jorvilc Viking Centre. If 
the weather’s good, see 
York from the river on a 
cruise. Yorkpass.com. 

Where to shop 
Food: York’s foodie institu¬ 
tion is Bettys, the tea-room 
on St Helen’s Square. Feast 
on a traditional afternoon 
tea of sandwiches, scones 
with jam and clotted cream 
and homemade cakes, bet- 
tys.co.uk. 

Clothes: Visit Coggles for 
designers including Vivi¬ 
enne Westwood, Joseph, 
McQ and Nicole Farhi ( cog 


gles.com). For half-price 
Paul Smith, Ben Sherman 
and Burberiy, try the York 
Designer Outlet ( yorkde 
signeroutlet. com). 

Music: The largest selection 
of music is at Borders (1 
Davygate). For second-hand 
and independent record 
stores, visit Gillygate. 
Souvenirs: Browse the 
shops along the Shambles 
for tourist kitsch. For can¬ 
dles, novelty mugs, and un¬ 
usual gifts, visit Wild Hart 
at 21a Stonegate ( wild 
hart.co.uk), and Mulberiy 
Hall for crystal and porce- 


Explore the sites & sounds of Rio de Janeiro and relax on world 
famous Copacabana Beach 

*Airfare, transfers and most meals are not included. Taxes and surcharges are additional. Certain 
conditions may apply. Departures between July-Dec/08. Please ask us for more details. 


U of A HUB Mall 492-2756 
8103-104 St 439-3096 


| lain, (mulberryhall.co.uk). 
| Markets: The daily food 
I and clothing market is at 
| Newgate, or stock up at the 
3 farmers’ market every last 
Friday of the month on 
Parliament Street. 

Where to eat 

Ate O’clock: This informal 
restaurant serves omelet¬ 
tes and tarts for lunch and 
imaginative dishes for din¬ 
ner like Confit of Duck Leg 
on Bubble & Squeak with 
Chocolate & Chilli Sauce. 
13a High Ousegate. www. 
ateoclock.co.uk. 

Vanilla Black: A fine-din¬ 
ing vegetarian restaurant, 
the kitchen uses local in¬ 
gredients for its inventive 
dishes, including Yorkshire 
Feta and Tomato Wafer Sal¬ 
ad. 26 Swinegate. www. 
vanilla black, co. uk. 

J. Baker’s Bistro Moderne: 
Probably the finest restau¬ 
rant in York. By day, there’s 
the tapas-style menu, in¬ 
cluding Whitby Crab Salad. 
The dinner menu includes 
East Coast Fish Dumplings 
and Traditional Breed Pork 
Tenderloin. 7 Fossgate. Jbak 
ers.co.uk. 

Where to drink 
Biltmore Bar & Grill: The 

former Pentecostal church 
has been transformed into 
York’s most sophisticated 


For more details 

Go to visityork.org. 

bar. There’s a bistro and 
cocktail bar on the ground 
floor, and champagne bar 
and restaurant on the up¬ 
per level. Swinegate. Bilt- 
morebarandgrill. com. 

The Yorkshire Terrier: York’s 
only brewery uses traditional 
methods to brew beers, real 
ales and bitters. 10 Stone- 
gate. Yorkbrew.co.uk. 
Bluebell: The Bluebell dates 
back to 1903. You won’t find 
tourists in the pub, just lo¬ 
cals enjoying an outstand¬ 
ing menu of bitters and ales. 
53 Fossgate. 

Nightlife 

Kennedy’s: A contemporaiy 
club on three levels, Ken¬ 
nedy’s is great for after-shop¬ 
ping drinks, then live DJs 
playing to a casual crowd lat¬ 
er on. 1 Little Stonegate. 
www.kennedyscafebar.co. uk. 
Vudu: A trendy late-night 
venue, Vudu boasts the 
biggest cocktail menu in 
town. 37-39 Swinegate. 
www. vudulounge. co. uk. 
The Gallery: This disco is 
open all week, and offers 
its young clubbers five bars 
and two dancefloors. 12 
Clifford Street, www.gal 
leryclub.co.uk. 


Spelunking in the Philippines 



Looking out from the cave mouth in Puerto Princesa 
Subterranean River National Park. 


TheTravel Junkie 


Julia 

Dimon / /J 

www.thetraveljunkie.ca 


imagine translucent 
vampires-types crawl¬ 
ing out from the dark¬ 
ness, poking their 
flesh-eating heads out 
from behind giant stalag¬ 
mites. I picture alien crea¬ 
tures emerging from rock 
recesses, eager to suck 
back my brain like a Jello 
shooter. 

As I make my way 
through the cave system of 
the world’s longest under¬ 
ground navigable river, a 


couple of things become 
clear: No. 1, this Filipino 
tourist attraction is the 
perfect natural setting for 
a horror flick and No. 2, 
I’ve been watching too 
much TV. 

A UNESCO World Her¬ 
itage site, Puerto Princesa 
Subterranean River Na¬ 
tional Park features an 8.2 
kilometre river that runs 
through the St. Paul Moun¬ 
tain range. It’s located on 
the west coast of Palawan 
Island, the Philippines’ 
largest province, and tour¬ 
ists can visit a portion of 
the river by boat. 

After a bumpy 2-1/2 hour 
road trip from Puerto 
Princesa’s airport, fol¬ 
lowed by a quick boat trip, 
I arrive at this protected 
national park. I slip on my 


lifejacket, hop into a small 
wooden boat, and putter 
toward the mouth of the 
cave. 

As we approach, the 
smell is overpowering. It’s 
an acrid combination of 
ammonia and fish sauce. 
“Bat sh-t,” says the boat¬ 
man. He reminds me not 
to open my mouth while 
I’m looking up at the 
cave’s bat-infested ceiling. 
Guano isn’t a pleasant 
smell but soon the stench 
subsides. 

There are thousands of 
bats (nine different species) 
living in this cave. Between 
the flying rodents, the bat 
droppings and the driz¬ 
zling rain water, I’m happy 
to be wearing a protective 
(albeit goofy-loolcing) hel¬ 
met. 


On the web 


• For more information visit 
puerto-undergroundriver. com. 

The cave is incredible. 
Flooding into the South 
China Sea, the river has 
carved out a spectacular 
landscape of limestone 
chambers (the highest 
reaching a ceiling of 65 
metres) and impressive 
rock formations. 

Pointing my car-batteiy- 
operated flashlight at the 
rock face, I notice one out¬ 
crop looks like the back of 
a naked woman, another 
like a giant jellyfish and a 
melting wax candle. Chris¬ 
tian pilgrims may be most 
impressed by a geological 
carving of Jesus’ face. At 


first I had a hard time see¬ 
ing the apparition, but 
when I did, the likeness 
was undeniable. Millions 
of years of water erosion 
has formed a limestone Je¬ 
sus. 

Next, we paddled 
through a section known 
as the “highway.” Passing 
through the wide colon¬ 
nade, I felt like Jonah en¬ 


tering the mouth of a giant 
whale. Stalactites looked 
like tonsils and mammoth 
molars. This underground 
river is a must-see, no 
question — but do keep an 
eye out for blood-sucking 
monsters. 


Julia Dimon co-hosts Word Travels, airing on 
OLN, and edits The Travel Junkie. She can be 
reached through www.thetraveljunkie.ca. 
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Coppolas pitch luggage line 

Moviemaker Francis Ford Coppola and his daughter Sofia Coppola have posed for a family portrait 
to promote exclusive fashion company Louis Vuitton's latest luggage campaign. imdb.com 


Entertainment 


n 


X-Files on EBay 

X-Files star Gillian Anderson is 
selling off memorabilia from the 
cult sci-fi show to raise cash for 
charities. More than 500 rare and 
signed items will be auctioned off 
at EBay.com. imdb.com 
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Getting hitched at the movies 

Mamma Mia! is just the latest summer film to employ matrimonial theme 



Mamma Mia!, one of many films with a matrimonial theme this summer, opens in theatres Friday. 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Attention, alpha males! 

I’ve got good news and 
bad news. First, the bad 
news: There’s an unlikely 
new trend beginning to 
surface in Hollywood and 
it has nothing to do with 
comic books, videogames 
or the cinematic comeback 
of Jean Claude Van 
Damme (sorry, dudes!). 

Instead, with Friday’s re¬ 
lease of Mamma Mia!, the 
institution of marriage 
has reaffirmed its popu¬ 
larity once again in cine¬ 
ma. Could it be possible? 
Has Hollywood gone soft 
even as most of Tinsel¬ 
town’s divorce lawyers 
are busy drawing up an¬ 
nulment papers? Well, ap¬ 
parently so. 

Not only does the musi¬ 
cal Mamma Mia! tell the 
story of a young girl 
(Amanda Seyfried) trying 
to reunite her single 
mother (Meryl Streep) 


with her biological father, 
but it’s all centred around 
the daughter’s romantic 
Greek wedding. 

It’s only one of many 
films rocking a matrimo¬ 
nial theme this summer: 
Sex and the City has 
earned over $140 million 
with a marriage-dominat¬ 
ed plot; Ashton Kutcher 
and Cameron Diaz got 
hitched in What Happens 
in Vegas; even tough guy 
Indiana Jones walked 
down the aisle in his latest 
adventure. In an age 
where the number of mar¬ 
riages in real life are de¬ 
clining, why are we sud¬ 
denly seeing a more ro¬ 
manticized notion of mat¬ 
rimony in the movies? 

According to a recent ar¬ 
ticle in USA Today, per¬ 
haps one reason is be¬ 
cause women are now en¬ 
joying movies in a revived 
way. Romantic comedies 
may have rebounded not 
as a date movie, but as a 
way to bond with your fe¬ 
male friends. 

As the boffo box office 


of Sex and the City 
proved, women could sell 
out theatres all on their 
own; the film is a success¬ 


ful rom-com that doesn’t 
require a date. As film pro¬ 
ducer Galt Niederhoffer 
states in the article, “(this 


movie is) being bought by 
women and driven by 
them and is making mon¬ 
ey for the studios. It’s a 


Romantic comedies 
may have rebound¬ 
ed not as a date 
movie, but as a way 
to bond with your 
female friends. 

big message to the movie¬ 
making community.” 

The community seems 
to be paying attention too. 
Woody Allen’s Vicky 
Cristina Barcelona, The 
Accidental Husband, 
Rachel Getting Married 
and Bride Wars are just a 
few of the matrimonial- 
themed movies coming 
soon to a theatre near you. 

Which finally brings me 
to that good news, guys: 
Movies about marriage 
may be the newest trend 
but at least you aren’t 
needed to sit through 
them for your girlfriend’s 
sake anymore. Then 
again, aren’t you going to 
kind of miss feeling need¬ 
ed by your girlfriend, 
guys? 


The show must go on for Fleet Foxes 



Fleet Foxes’ debut is ripe with four-part harmonies, minimalist instrumentation and contagious hooks. 


Dark Knight 


Ledger family 
attends premiere 

movies Heath Ledger’s 
family attended Monday’s 
The Dark Knight premiere 
in New York, where the 
late actor’s father left the 
theater giving a thumbs-up 
sign, People.com reports. 

Kim Ledger and his wife 
Ines — Heath’s stepmother 
— bypassed the red carpet 
and ducked into the the¬ 
ater to watch his late son 
play The Joker. Also attend¬ 
ing the premiere were 
Heath’s mother Sally Bell 
and her husband, and 
Heath’s older sister, Kate. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


In brief 


GAMING A new Guns N’ Roses 
song, Shackler’s Revenge, 
apparently from the decade-in- 
the-works album Chinese 
Democracy, will be included in 
Rock Band 2 , according to the 
New York Times. The game will 
be released in September. The 
news makes it seem increasing¬ 
ly likely that Chinese Democracy 
will finally see the light of day 
before year's end. Reuters 


BRYAN BORZYKOWSKI 

for Metro Canada 


There are plenty of rules 
when it comes to making 
music, but Seattle’s Fleet 
Foxes only live by one: 

“the show must go on.” 

The foursome took that 
to heart recently, when 
their singer Robin Pec- 
lcnold came down with a 
nasty illness that made it 
difficult for him to sing. 
Taking a few days off to re¬ 
cover wasn’t an option. 

“There’s no reason to 
miss a show,” says key¬ 
boardist Casey Westcott, 
who took over interview 
duties for his vocally im¬ 
paired singer. “Maybe if 
you lost a limb, but there 
are no excuses when it 
comes to music.” 

Fleet Foxes determina¬ 
tion to keep pushing ahead 
isn’t surprising, given how 
textured and complex their 
debut self-titled album is — 
picture a cross between Si¬ 
mon and Garfunlcel, The 
Beach Boys and Crosby, 


Stills and Nash and you 
might get the idea. It’s ripe 
with brilliant four-part har¬ 
monies, minimalist instru¬ 
mentation and contagious 
hooks. 

The disc is so remarkable, 
that it’s tough to have a dis¬ 
cussion about new bands 
without Fleet Foxes coming 
up in conversation. “People 


are having allergic reactions 
to the music,” says West¬ 
cott. “It’s a little weird.” 

While the band is happy 
for the high praise — Pitch- 
fork gave the disc a 9.0 — 
Westcott admits that he 
was concerned the record 
would never get made. 
“We’ve been playing togeth¬ 
er since 2006 and we’ve 


been working on it straight 
through,” he says. “We ran 
out of money for the nth 
time, so we recorded it our¬ 
selves. We recoded and 
mixed songs three or four 
times in a number of years, 
and when we finally went 
into the mastering studio 
we had a ton of songs.” 

In the end, the band not 


only released their full- 
length they also issued the 
Sun Giant EP in February, 
and they’re already writing 
new tracks. But now that 
the five-piece is a bonifide 
buzz band, is the pressure 
on them to repeat their 
success? “I doubt that peo¬ 
ple’s expectations are 
more militant and intense 
than ours,” says Westcott. 
“There are people who 
would want to meet those 
expectations, but that’s so 
unproductive.” 

Pressure or not, it’s safe 
to assume that the group 
will deliver another dose of 
60s inspired harmonic rock, 
a sound that has been large¬ 
ly credited to Peclcnold’s 
record collection, which he 
inherited from his father. 

Westcott’s dad was an 
avid vinyl collector too 
back in the day, but the 
ivory twinkler’s tastes were 
a little more upbeat. “I was 
seduced by punk music 
hands down,” he says. “And 
I studied computer music 
at school which is basically 
writing code.” 
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Television 

Kristen Bell will return to Heroes this fall with a multiepisode arc as her Season 2 character Elle Bishop, an agent of 
the Company, whose power is the ability to generate and manipulate electricity, ew.com 
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Victor Willis, original lead 
singer of the Village People 


Village People 
singer leaves 
hospital 

music Victor Willis, the 
original lead singer of dis¬ 
co-era band the Village 
People, was released from 
a San Diego hospital after 
vocal cord surgery and 
said he could resume 
singing within months. 

“I feel great and look 
forward to performing be¬ 
fore the end of the year, 
but I can’t say for sure,” 
Willis said in a statement. 

His doctors have told 
him he cannot sing for 90 
days, but he has resumed 
talking, and his speaking 
voice “sounds almost nor¬ 
mal,” his spokeswoman, 
Linda Smith, said. 

The Village People 
helped define disco music 
in the late 1970s. Willis 
sang hits such as Y.M.C.A 
and Macho Man, but he 
left the group in 1980. He 
returned only for a short 
time between 1982 and 
1984, and since then has 
pursued a solo career. 

REUTERS 


In brief 


MOVIES Hancock led the 
foreign box office for a second 
weekend, earning a huge 
$70.4 million US from 67 mar¬ 
kets. Will Smith's superhero 
comedy opened at No. 1 in 12 
markets, including Russia 
($11.4 million), France ($ 9-9 
million), and Mexico ($4.6 mil¬ 
lion). Meanwhile, Kung Fu Pan¬ 
da reached an international to¬ 
tal of $218.4 million as it pulled 
in $42.2 million from 44 territo¬ 
ries. REUTERS 

CASTING Christina Ricci has 
signed on for three episodes of 
TNT's Holly Hunter crime dra¬ 
ma Saving Grace, which begins 
its second season on Monday. 
Hunter stars as Grace 
Hanadarko, an intense Oklaho¬ 
ma City police detective whose 
wild personal life translates in¬ 
to a no-holds-barred approach 
to her detective work. 

Ricci will play a young detec¬ 
tive who temporarily partners 
with Grace, whose current 
partner, Ham Dewey (Kenneth 
Johnson), is going on a leave of 
absence. The actress most re¬ 
cently appeared in the film 
Speed Racer. Reuters 


Cyrus considers cleaner Sex And The City 


squeaky clean: In an inter¬ 
view with TV Guide, last 
week’s teen queen Miley 
Cyrus said that one of her 
ambitions is to make a 
“younger, cleaner version 
of Sex And The City.” 

I have this horrible feel¬ 
ing that Cyrus is a bit un¬ 
clear about just what made 
the HBO series a hit, and 
that it wouldn’t be repli¬ 
cated by replacing frank 
talks over Cosmos about 
the female perspective on 
male performance anxiety 
with a gang of perky gal 
pals sitting around a Star- 
bucks complaining over 
their soy chai lattes about 
boys who’ve gotten addict¬ 
ed to the lap dance scenes 
in the new Grand Theft Au¬ 
to. 

Or maybe it would? 

punch line: In the wake of 
the curious fracas about a 
recent New Yorker cover 
picturing Barack Obama 
and his wife in the White 
House dressed up as 
Osama Bin Laden and An¬ 
gela Davis, the New York 
Times printed an appar¬ 
ently serious analysis 
piece on how TV comedi¬ 
ans are having a hard time 
coming up with campaign 


IntelleVision 



trail gags about the Demo¬ 
cratic presidential candi¬ 
date. 

“Why?” the Times 
earnestly asked. “The rea¬ 
son cited by most of those 
involved in the shows is 
that a fundamental factor 
is so far missing in Mr. 
Obama: There is no 
comedic ‘take’ on him, 
nothing easy to turn to for 
an easy laugh, like allega¬ 
tions of Bill Clinton’s 
womanizing, or President 
Bush’s goofy bumbling or 
A1 Gore’s robotic persona.” 

Really? So after a cam¬ 
paign full of gaffes like his 
recent call for Americans 
to teach their kids a sec¬ 
ond language — delivered 
in what can only be called 
a sophomore’s very poor 
impersonation of Richard 
Pryor crossed with Steven 
Wright, after which it 
transpired that Obama, 
who was raised in Hawaii 



Miley Cyrus said one of her ambitions is to make a “younger, 
cleaner version of Sex And The City." 


and Indonesia before at- guages programs, speaks 
tending colleges with only English himself — 
world-renowned lan- there’s absolutely nothing 


that a comic can mine 
from the presidential 
hopeful? 

Come on, people — they 
once made a laughingstock 
of Edmund Muskie and 
Walter Mondale for less. 

While most of the late- 
night shows have been 
sympathetic to Obama, 
their rare attempts at pok¬ 
ing fun at him have been, 
admittedly, met with audi¬ 
ence resistance, as Jon 
Stewart recalled after a rel¬ 
atively mild gag about his 
campaign finance plat¬ 
form floundered in near-si¬ 
lence. “People have a ten¬ 
dency to react as far as 
their ideology allows 
them,” Stewart told the 
Times. 

Paraphrasing the old 
adage that truth is the first 
casualty of war, it seems 
that comedy is among the 
foremost in the partisan 
ideological battle that’s 
typified the new millenni¬ 
um so far, and it is, as far 
as I’m concerned, a dismal 
state of affairs that both 
sides should be able to de¬ 
plore equally. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 
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Jail sentence 

Khloe Kardashian, socialite Kim's 24-year-old younger sister, is headed to jail this week to start serving a 30-day sentence 
for probation violation stemming from a DUI charge she notched back in March 2007. ei news online 
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celebrity brief 


Twain focuses 


on music, son 


Love lashes out at Corgan 


dispute Courtney Love has publicly slammed Smashing 
Pumpkins frontman Billy Corgan over his alleged 
refusal to attend her daughter’s forthcoming birthday 
party, femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

Love reportedly unleashed a tirade at the musician on 
a social forum website, accusing him of making her 
daughter Frances Bean ciy after choosing not to attend 
her “Sweet 16” celebrations next month. 

Corgan reportedly grew close to the 
teen when he moved into Love’s Los 
Angeles home in 2006 in a bid to 
help relaunch her music career. 

But Love is adamant the rocker 
won’t have any more communica¬ 
tion with Frances — the daughter 
of late Nirvana icon Kurt 
Cobain — and has branded 
Corgan’s behaviour “unac¬ 
ceptable.” 

“A sweet 16 is a big 
event and I think she 
looked upon you as fami¬ 
ly,” Love writes in the blog. 

Love also claims My 
Chemical Romance will be 
playing at the party. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Milano swears off 
baseball players 

relationships Alyssa 
Milano has sworn off dat¬ 
ing baseball players, 
because they are too child¬ 
ish, imdb.com reports. 

The actress admits she 
is a huge fan of the sport, 
and even dreams of be¬ 
ing a star slugger. 

But, after dating 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
pitcher Brad Penny 
and Atlanta Braves 
star Tom Glavine, 
she’s determined to 
court more mature 
men, like her cur¬ 
rent mystery 
beau, known only 
as “David.” 

Milano says, 

“They are grown 
men playing a little 
boy’s sport. That 
makes them 
childish.” 

The actress, who 
has designed a range 
of Major League Base¬ 
ball-approved sports¬ 


wear and has her own 
baseball blog, admits she’s 
such a huge fan of the 
sport, she dreams up 
game scenarios when 
she’s trying to get to sleep. 

She adds, “My stress re¬ 
liever is usually baseball. 
In fact, sometimes when I 
can’t sleep — because my 
mind is racing — I 
close my eyes and 
think about being 
at the stadium. I 
create game-win¬ 
ning situations.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


RELATIONSHIPS TWO 

months after her split 
from producer- 
songwriter husband, 
Robert “Mutt” Lange, 
Shania Twain has found 
strength in the two 
things that mean the 
most to her — her six- 
year-old son, Eja D’Ange¬ 
lo, and her music, 
People.com reports. 

“She’s spending as 
much time with Eja as 
possible and hasn’t put 
down her guitar since 
the split,” a source 
close to singer says. 

“The songs are pour¬ 
ing out of her.” 

No doubt some 
of them — like 
many great 
country songs — 
are inspired by 
heartache. Twain, 

42, announced 
her separation 
from Lange, 59, in 
May, after she 
found out about 
his alleged affair 
with one of her 
best friends. 

Twain is al¬ 
so keeping 


busy shopping and trav¬ 
elling. The now-single 
singer was recently spot¬ 
ted buying lingerie at a 
Holt Renfrew store in 
her native Canada. She’s 
also been to the 
Caribbean, where she 
has a villa, and to 
Switzerland, where she 
and Lange once lived to¬ 
gether. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


celebrity brief 


Doherty could be 
returning to 90210 

in development Shannen 
Doherty could be return¬ 
ing to 90210, her rep has 
confirmed to 
usmagazine .com. 

“Yes, Shannen is in dis¬ 
cussions with the CW to 
be on the new Beverly 
Hills 90210,” her rep tells 
Us. Entertainment Weekly 
first reported that the ac¬ 
tress, 37, met with produc¬ 
ers to reprise her role as 
Brenda Walsh on the spin¬ 
off. 




Moore refuses to 
give up racy roles 

movies Actress Julianne 
Moore is refusing to cut 
down on racy movie roles 
to spare her kids’ feelings, 
insisting she is happy to be 
an embarrassing mom, 
imdb.com reports. 

The star’s latest film, 
Savage Grace, features a 
three-in-a-bed love scene, 
and Moore admits she 
doesn’t consider her fami¬ 
ly’s reaction when she ac¬ 
cepts a part in a movie. 

She says, “I'm aware that 
my kids will one day see 
my films and might think 
they are a bit arch (embar¬ 
rassing), especially the 
nude scenes. But, there’s 
always a point in a kid’s 
life when they hate their 
mother.” metro news services 


Tyra named hard-working in poll 



career Tyra Banks has been named the hardest-working 
person in show business in a new online poll, imdb.com 
reports. 

The model, talk show host and 
TV presenter has become a min¬ 
imogul since she stepped down 
from the catwalk in 2006 — 
and now she has landed at the 
top of a new survey aimed at 
finding America’s hardest-work¬ 
ing celebrity. 

Banks beat American Idol 
host and DJ Ryan Seacrest, 

Jennifer Lopez, Heidi 
Klum and Sean Combs to 
claim the top spot on Pa¬ 
rade.corn’s annual 
Summer Pop Culture poll. 

The poll also claimed 
Oprah Winfrey as the 
celebrity most people 
would like as a next-door 
neighbour and Nicole Richie 
beat Mel Gibson and Tom 
Cruise to become the celebrity 
with the Most Improved Repu¬ 
tation. 
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Reprising role 

Jack Black, right, will reunite with director Richard Linklater to reprise his role as substitute teacher 
Dewey Finn in a sequel to 2005's hit comedy School Of Rock, E! News Online reports, metro news service 
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Take Five 



Crossword across 


I Pack and send 
5 Ninny 

9 Script makeup 

II Oscar winner 
Witherspoon 

12 Available 

13 Biscotti flavor 

14 Links org. 

15 Boring 

17 Classified stuff 

19 — Moines 

20 Fixed look 

21 Seed holder 


22 Yard surrounder 
24 Burmese, for one 
26 Letter stroke 

29 Cork sound 

30 Port creator 
32 Paving stuff 

34 Hot drink 

35 Annoys 

36 Polite Post 

38 Like xenon 

39 Famed lover 

40 Filming locations 

41 Laura of Blue Velvet 


WEEKLY CD GIVEAWAY! 


This week you can win: 


SLOAN: 
Parallel Play 

To enter go to 
www.metronews.ca 
and click on WIN 

wo®?®® auS ® u§ |metr® 

Contest closes on July 20, 2008 at midnight Do it daily. 


Rick Talks Funny 

jj^ - 

Metro Canada's own i 

f 

Rick McGinnis 


debates TV comedy. * 


TONIGHT G 

rf/ 

at 8pm on Q, ' 

CBC Radio One p 

J 


Crossword down 


1 Feeds the pigs 

2 Door parts 

3 Unbroken 

4 Soup veggie 

5 Look after 

6 Oddball 

7 Released 

8 Abounds 

10 Bubble, e.g. 

11 2000 Super Bowl 
champs 

16 Household tool 


18 River floater 
21 Sassy 

23 Heart 

24 Secant’s reciprocal 

25 Online program 

27 Eventually 

28 Tentative inquiry 

29 Louvre setting 

30 Immense 

31 Manmade fiber 
33 Towel embroideiy 
37 Like ’60s fashion 


previous day's answer 



This day in history 

JULY 16,1782: First performance of Mozart's opera The Abduc¬ 
tion from the Seraglio. 

JULY 16,1880: Dr. Emily Howard Stowe becomes the first 
woman licensed to practise medicine in Canada. 

JULY 16,1941: New York Yankees'Joe DiMaggio gets a hit in his 
56th consecutive game. 

JULY 16,1979: Iraqi President Hasan al-Bakr resigns and is 
replaced by Saddam Hussein. 

JULY 16,1999: John F. Kennedy Jr., his wife Carolyn Bessette 
Kennedy, and sister-in-law Lauren Bessette are killed in a plane 
crash off the coast of Martha's Vineyard. 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


© 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

Eating habits will make trou¬ 
ble in transit. Tag along with 
someone who has something 
to say. You’ll be more 
independent in the future. 

TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 

A hidden agenda creates an 
escalation of conflict. You are 
the focus of attention. Don’t 
trip over your second 
thoughts. 




GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

Uncertainty comes into play. 
A woebegone woman has 
won the final round. An irra¬ 
tional oddball creates anoth¬ 
er drama. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 

Tantalizing secrets will be 
enjoyed. A friend’s gossip 
involves a break-up. Make 
your cravings known to 
others. 

LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

An erratic friend causes a 
mishap. Glad tidings will 
arrive in the afternoon. A 
game player is too hot to 
handle. 

VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 

Stand your ground when 
confronted about your 
feelings. Lies help you to 
become aware. Refuse to 
fear an insipid idiot. 


© 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A surly girl needs your 
gratitude. An excited person 
will give you pleasure. Find 
happiness by not visiting 
your loved ones. 

SCORPIO 

OCT 24- NOV 22 

A bitter relative gets used to 
dishonesty. Foggy thinking 
leads to knee-jerk reactions. 
Visit someone before things 
change too much. 

SAGITTARIUS (7) 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Avoid getting into a quarrel 
at an intersection. A scruffy 
guy needs help to see the fii- 
ture. Debate among friends 
will clear the air. 

CAPRICORN 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Find the source of your 
strongest support. A stem 
man is sentimental after 
dark. Unstable thoughts will 
cause distress. 

AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Someone disbelieves a 
distressing conversation. Be 
subtle in your criticism of a 
heartrending situation. 
Intervention results in visits. 

PISCES 

FEB 19-MAR 20 

A heart-to-heart talk is 
confusing. A weird incident 
leads to a problem. You 
won’t get confused about 
directions. 
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Sudoku 


INSTRUCTIONS: 

The digits 1 through 9 will 
appear exactly once in 
each row, each column, 
and each zone. (A zone is 
an outlined 3x3 grid with¬ 
in the larger puzzle grid. 
There are nine of these 
zones in the puzzle.) Do 
not enter a digit into a box 
if it already appears else¬ 
where in the same 3x3 
zone, or in the same row 
across the puzzle, or col¬ 
umn down the puzzle. 
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SOLVE TIME IN MINUTES: 

Under 13 .Genius 

13-17.Scholar 

17-21 .Smart 


21-25 .Not bad 

25 +.Keep practising 


Edmonton weather 

Afternoon Tonight Thursday 


//juV 

1 

- 80 % 

Thunder¬ 

showers. 

20° 




Clear. 
Low 9° 


Sunny. 
23V 11° 


Friday 


. 60 % 


Showers. 
25 / 9° 


T| ie 

> Weather 
' Network 


Saturday 


Sunny. 
25V 10° 


Temperature 

Normals 

High: 23° 

Low: 10.9° 

Records 

High: 32.871920 
Low: 3.371936 

Sunrise: 5:25 a.m. 
Sunset: 9:53 p.m. 
Moonset: 3:09 a.m. 
Moonrise: 9:31 p.m. 


©The Weather Network 2008 | 
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Fall I Winter Spring I Bug 


Get the most out of the season. 

Go to the Bug Report at theweathernetwork.com 
































































































































































"/ feel lighter without that 
fixed-term commitment” 




Instead of a fixed-term contract, 
Koodo lets you run a Tab towards 
the price of a new mobile phone. 
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